U.S. Department of Justice 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 20535 

January 12, 2017 


MR. JOHN GREENEWALD JR. 



FOIPA Request No.: 1364297-000 
Subject: SHELLEY, JOHN FRANCIS 


Dear Mr. Greenewald: 

Records responsive to your request were previously processed under the provisions of the 
Freedom of Information Act. Enclosed is one CD containing 120 pages of previously processed documents 
and a copy of the Explanation of Exemptions. This release is being provided to you at no charge. 

Please be advised that additional records potentially responsive to your subject may exist. If this 
release of previously processed material does not satisfy your information needs for the requested subject, 
you may request an additional search for records. Submit your request by mail or fax to - Work Process 
Unit, 170 Marcel Drive, Winchester, VA 22602, fax number (540) 868-4997. Please cite the FOIPA Request 
Number in your correspondence. 

For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and national 
security records from the requirements of the FOIA. See 5 U.S. C. § 552(c) (2006 & Supp. IV (2010). This 
response is limited to those records that are subject to the requirements of the FOIA. This is a standard 
notification that is given to all our requesters and should not be taken as an indication that excluded records 
do, or do not, exist. 

For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under “Contact Us.” 
The FOIPA Request Number listed above has been assigned to your request. Please use this number in all 
correspondence concerning your request. Your patience is appreciated. 

You may file an appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States 
Department of Justice, Suite 11050, 1425 New York Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001, or you 
may submit an appeal through OIP's FOIAonline portal by creating an account on the following web site: 
https://foiaonline.requlations.qov/foia/action/public/home . Your appeal must be postmarked or electronically 
transmitted within ninety (90) days from the date of this letter in order to be considered timely. If you submit 
your appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked “Freedom of Information Act 
Appeal.” Please cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be easily 
identified. 






You may seek dispute resolution services by contacting the Office of Government Information 
Services (OGIS) at 877-684-6448, or by emailing oais@nara.gov . Alternatively, you may contact the FBI’s 
FOIA Public Liaison by emailing foipaauestions@ic.fbi.gov . If you submit your dispute resolution 
correspondence by email, the subject heading should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.” Please 
also cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be easily identified. 


Sincerely, 



David M. Hardy 
Section Chief, 
Record/Information 
Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 


Enclosure(s) 




EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 


SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 

(b)(1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 

policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 

(b)(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

(b)(3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the 

matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding 
or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

(b)(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with 
the agency; 

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 

(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement puiposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records 

or information ( A ) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a 
fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, ( D ) 
could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any 
private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law 
enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 
investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement 
investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could 
reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any 
individual; 

(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

(d)(5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

(j) (2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime 

or apprehend criminals; 

(k) (l) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign 

policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

(k)(2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 

privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity 
would be held in confidence; 

(k)(3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant 
to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 

(k)(4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

(k)(5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 
information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 

(k)(6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service 
he release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

(k)(7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person 
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 
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all information contained 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
ipji;- ' DATE 08-22-2008 BY UC60322LP./PL^ 

Congress of tf)e ®intteb 

House of Representatives 

ffla^rngton, 29. C. 

February 7, 1951 


Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 

(Jnited States Department of Justice 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


J 



This will acknowledge receipt of your 
letter of January 31st in which you extend to 
me an invitation to attend the Graduation Exer¬ 
cises for the oresent session of the FBI National 
Academy. 

I wish to thank you for your consideration 
in this regard, And tell you that I accept with 
pleasure your kind invitation. I would greatly 
appreciate it if you would reserve one seat for 
me. 

With kindest regards and best wishes, I am 
Sincerely yours. 















Director, FBI 
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I desire to bring to your attention certain facts 
regarding an investigation recently completed by the Federal 
Bureau of InfffiRt.icrat.inn r»ftrr,qrH-ino- ^ possible perjury violation 
on the part of 


> < • ,• • . [ 

For ‘your information, an investigation was conducted 

x- ^ .u j x-.t .? ~ n £)^ « ~ j _ r> o_i Pi j) 4 ~ — x- 


on the'instructional of /the Criminal 
predicated upon the testimony of 


E! 


vision of the' Department 
before t he Dies 


Committeel: on July : 16, 19 | 4 - 0 , at Beaumont, Texas, and 'reiterated 
in 1950 before an,Immigration and Naturalization Service 
Hearing when the de fense attorney at this hearing attempted 

j j ^ i. „a j 4- I I i. j.. _ mi t\ x, _i. - s j, _ _ 


to discredit 
tions pertained so 


ias a 1 perjurer. The Departmental instruc- 
lely to developing the truth or falsi/ty of 


case. 


liiuaxuou ouxcxj uw uc voiUMii 1£, Olio 0111011 ill aouoiuj u 1 

testimony rom the standpoint of developing a perjury 


As reflected on pages 935 and 9^ 7 of Vo lume 


Dies Committee Report, Executive. Hearings, _|furnished 

information regarding Franck R. Havenner and John F, Shelley 
who are presently Congressmen from California. [ 

In,/his testimony | 


stated it was his under¬ 


standing on the basis of the activities of Havenner that; 
Havenner had been and pas at that time a member p f the Com¬ 
munist ‘arty,- although at no time had he, Q 


documentary proof of this. ; Concerning Shelley, ,_, 

that he believed Shelley to be a Communist f artv me mber 
basing his be lldf on the direct statement to by Q 

then Secr etary of the Communist Farty in 


having taken part In 


CslifSrnia, and by'his, __ 

activities in which Shelle y was also engaged that were .purely 
Communist Party, activities. I t 

My letter elated &ay 21, 1952, the Criminal DiVifeion 
of the Department was furnishedthe complete results of £his 
investigation,- ■ 1 ! . 1 ; 
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SECURITY INFORMATION. - CONFIDENTIAL 


At the outset of the investigation!_|Havenner 

and Shelley were interviewed for any statements they cared 
to make. At the time &avenner was originally interviewed 
and on several subsequent occasions that he contacted the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation he stated that itr was most 
important to find out who 
sinde this action was all 


was behind the "smear testimony" 
a part of a campaign directed 


against 

tha±_L£_ 
of 


Jti 


avenner 


out 
was 

him by his political opponents, 
lis investigation had t o do only with ther 

_Jthen the investigation might as well not 

as far as he was concerned. • 


3 


pointed out 
perjury 
be made 


be 
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No investigation was conducted regarding subornation 
of perjury since fahe Statute would have tolled in the event 
that it was actually subornation of perjury in 1940 testimony. 


Upon interview 


advised that he recalled 


&avenp er was present at three meetings in 1936 which meetings 


regarded as "closed meetings of the Communist Party. 
These 'meetings were; 


In January or February 1936 a meeting was held at 
a home on Fillmore Street, San Francisco, California, 
concerning the California Syndicalism Law. 


About April 1936 an enlarged district committee 
meeting of the Communist Party was held at Fresno, 
California, to discuss political activity and select 
candidates at forthcoming nominating conventions. 


An enlarged district committee meeting of the Com¬ 
munist Party was held at Burlingame, California, 
about July 1936. This meeting was called to decide 
ways and means of aiding candidates fcr public 
office who were supported by. the Communist Party 
organization. 

-In attempting to determine the truth or falsity of 

_statement regarding ^avenner a nd Shelley consideration 

was given to conducting interviews with approximately one 
hundred thirteen persons with previous Communist affiliation who 
because of their positions in the Communist Party and their 
activity in the 6 ornmun i s t Party in the State of California • 
m '.ght possess information regarding the Communist Party 
association of Bavenner and Shelley. This figure was in 
addition to contacting other established inforrru nts and sources 
of information who might possibly have information of value. 
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SECURITY INFORMATION - CONFIDEN T! 
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No verification was obtained of Hsvpnner’s attend 


ance at the above meetings mentioned by 


Investigation 


developed that both ^avenner and Shelley were political 
opportunists” who accented Communist Party supper t during 
election campaigns. They met with and conferred with known 
Communist Party functionaries in the San Francisco, California, 
area. 


bo 
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For example, a confidential informant of known 
reliability advised that when political matters affecting the 
Communist *arty on a national scale were discussed at -Party 
meetings, he recalls William Schneiderman, presently a defendant 
in the California ^mith Act trials in Los ^ngeles, remarked that 
”We (the Communist Party) will have the ’Kangaroo* (meaning 
harry bridges) contact havenner and Shelley. 

Another informant advised that Shelley was Master 
of Ceremonies in 1936 or 1937 at an opening in San Francisco, 
California, of a sport center sponsored by the ^ound L ornrnun i s -fc 
League, This informant advised t hat Havenner also attended 
this gathering. 

In addition, a former Communist Party official in 
San Francisco during the 1930’s advised that Havenner and 
Shelley during that period were active in the Tom Mooney 
Defense Committee and that Havenner w as an occasional speaker 
at mass meetings and had spoken on the repeal of the California 
Syndicalism Law. 

No information was developed that either Havenner 
or Shelley were actual Communist Party members. Investigation 
developed that their actual membership, if any, would have 
been a closely guarded secret known only to a few t op Communist 
Party leaders. 

The above data Is being brought to your attention 
inasmuch as Congressman Havenner has recently stated that he 
anticipated contacting you personally in this matter in the 
near future. 

ec-2 Assistant Attorney General J ames M. Mclnerney 
Criminal Division 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS^jfcLASSIFIED 

DATE O8-2IR1O8 BY UC60322LF/FLJ/CC 


Mr. Toison 
L. B. Nichol 


July 8, 1952 


[ 
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PERJURY 

(Bufile 100 9365392) 




At the request of Congressman Franck R. .Havenner of 
California, I called at his office at 4 P.M. Monday afternoon, 

JjLLy 7th. You recall Havenner stated he and Congressman John. 
Fr^ Shelley of Califrjmia desired to see me. When I arrived 
llavehner”"stated Jaci?^shellev had been forced to return to 
California in view of the illness of his wife, and accordingly 
he had invited Thelma Smith, Shelley’s secretary, to sit in 
on the conference. 

. Miss Smith had a stenogranher’s notebook and as the 
Congressman was talking she was taking down what was said. 

I interrupted the Congressman and told him I had come down 
as a result of his invitation, that we desire to be as 
cooperative as possible but as 1 had previously advised him 
the final adjudication of our investigation was d Departmental 
matter and it was not within the purview of my authority to 
make other than an informal statement to him, and accordingly 
it would not be possible for me to continue the conference if 
a stenographic transcript was made. Miss Smith very promptly 
apologized and stated she did not intend to make a transcript 
bht merely wanted to make a few notes for Congressman Shelley. 
Havenner told her she should merely make notes and not a transcript 
He reiterated the conference was to be regarded as informal, 
DIRECTOR’S NOTATION: "I don’t like this at all.” H. 


be 
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V 


Congressman Havenner is very much obsessed .wi th the 
allegations. He is not so much concerned with 


person ally as he is with the fact that someone must have paid 
| |to give this testimony , He f rank ly admitted th at he 


believes the person w ho oaldf 
Honolulu Oil Company, [ 


5 


was 


3 


of the 


_ I He wanted to know if we . 

had investigated this matter. x told him perhaps it would be 
well to re-state our entire position. 

I told him pursuant to the request of the Department 
we had donducted an extensive investigation on the single issue 


of whether or not 


committed perjury when he testified 


*5 




in immigration proceedings in Los Angeles In 1950, and re-stated 
the things he had t estified to pertaining to Congressmans Havenner 
and Shelley at a special hearing of the House Un-American 
Activities Committee in Beaumont, Texas, in 1940. ^ told the t 

Congressman subornation of perjury in 194-0 was ia«tlawed~iby / 

. \ y 7Ty ~ #3 % v H / 

cc: Mr. Ladd 1 «ot recorded 

86 JUL 23 1952 
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Mr. Belmont 




the statute of limitations and under Departmental Instructions we 
did not go into this aspect as .<ie had no right to do, so. I told 
the Congressman for his own information, however, knowing of his 
interest in this phase of the matter, that vie had questioned the - 
individuals inv olved with the view of ascertaining'; whether there 


was anything to |_[testimony other than the fact that he 

was called before the) House Un-American Activities \ Committee. 


I told the Congressman that acc prding: tq 
a Committe e invest igator, he had h| 


avor g ached 
that 


and isubsequentlyl, 


Statements and 
was~caTTed to appear; 


claimed Dies gave him $30.00, took care of his expenses 
in Beaumont, and later 1 he was given travel excesses. I told the 
Congressma n this was corroborated by the fact that shortly 
thereafter 


be 
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found;it necessary to move from; his apartmnnt 


inasmuch as his rent was -in arrears and he had to settle in a 
trailer camp with h is famil y. I told the Congressman the obvious 


conclusion was that 


had he secured any money, would not have 


followed this course.or action. 

The Congressman said that our investigation could not 
be complete without exhausting this aspect. 1 told the Congressman 
that I appreciated his viewpoint but by the same token we played 
the game according to the rules and regulations and there was no 
basis, or authority for us to investigate subornation of perjury 
in 1940, and that this vias a matter he could t ake up with the 
Department if he so desiredj The Congressman then made the statement 
that the FBI was a p art of the D epartment of Justice; the Department 

of Justice was using _as an informer anddas a witness, and 

that he could not expect anything other than a brushoff since the 
Department was involved. I interrupted at this noint. and told the 
Congressman it was time we set the record straight. told the 
Congressman the FBI investigation was thorough and complete, that' 
we had gone to every pos sible source of information who could 


be 
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confirm or deny 


statement that he. Congressman havenner, 


and Congressman Bhelley were members of the Communist Party and 
our investigation failed to disclose any evidence of their membership 
In the Party, ^ told him there was ample evidence of their 
association with membersoof the Communist Party, vihether they 
knew them to be members of the Communist Party, of . course,:..was 
ranother..: things 7 there'wasc ample evidence they had attended meetings 
sponsored by Communists and whether they knfew that these were % 
Communist meetings likewise was another thing, but so far as the 
FBI was concerned it was our job to get the’.facts and let the 
chips fall where they would. We had made ari honest investigation, 
we had no apologies to make for the investigation, sand in all 
fairness I thought he was misrepresenting the facts when he 
wouid make such a statement as he just did. * 

The Congressman beat a retreat and stated he of course 
did not mean to infer that I would whitewash this. I told the 
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Congressman that was not sufficient, that 1 was merely a part 
of the Bureau and I was sneaking for the Bureau, and the Bureau 
had made an honest investigation. The Congressman then recanted 
and stated that he, of course, could not expect an , awful l p t 


should he directed 
I asked the Congressman 


from the Department, th at the Department was hsing| 
told him that so far as I Jwas p.n nr.enned he was none:,of our 

business, that we did not use| land tfr at anything he wanted 

to say about the propriety of using _ 

hot at the FBI but at other authorities, 
if he thoroughly understood this because there was, no use, to 
continue the conference if he didn’t. H e again stated! heV 
understood the matter, and again stated he did not mean to 
infer that the FBI would pull its punches. I told him there 
was no question of inference, he had made a categorical statement 
which was either true or false, I knew it was false and I did hot 
intend to sit by and have such statements made 'in my presence > , 
without challenging them. He stated we would continue the 
conference that he did not mean to say, and was! sorry he had , 
said, the FBI would pull its punches. - ' | V s 


be 

b7C 




He the 


and forced . 
the Communist ^arty he had attende d. 


that we had done this, that 


f inquired as to whether we had gone to|_ 

to state specifically a s to what meetings of 

I told the Congressman 


had s tated t here was a meeting 


in January February of 1936, at a house on Fillmore Street, San ; 
Francisco, from about 10:00 A.M, to 3 J 00PM., that.this meeting was to 
organize a conference looking toward the repeal oi’ the California 
Criminal Syndicalism Daw. He denied,he hadever been interested^ 
in the California Criminal Syndicalism Law. I told him 'if he 
had not then there were otherindividuals who were'misrepresenting^, 
facts as other persons we had talked to had stated he had. He'then x 
stated he just couldn’t remember any such thing. \ 


I told him 


had mentioned a meeting in Fresno in April, 


1936 , to discuss political activity and select candidates at 
forthcoming nominating conventions. He stated he.had attended 
meetings in Fresno, but never a Communist meeting. 1 ' I told him 
it could be possible, of course, for him to have attended a 
meeting set up by Communists without him knowing about it, 
as it must be remembered that at that time there were only a 
few people who recognized the evil aims and purposes of the 
Communist Party. 
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I further mentioned to him that 


had stated the 


Congressman had attended a meeting of the Communist Party at 
Burlingame, Calirornia, around July of 1936. He wanted to know 
where the meeting was held and de tails. I told him he i*ould have 


to remember, of course, that even[ 


memory could not recall 







i 





all of the details of events which occurred 16 years ago. He 
asked if we had ,investig ated to s ee if there were such a meeting 
as described b 
and in fact we 



and who was there, I told him we had 
iad come across other sources of information 


referring to meetings [ 


_ attended, which members of the 

Communist Party also attended. I further told him that as an 
illustration we received information from a former Communist 
Party organizer that Havenner attended in 1936 or 1937 the 
opening of a sports center set un by the Young Communist 
League in San Francisco. The Congressman promptlydenied this 
and asked where and when the meeting was held. I told him 
I frankly did not have this information but that if we did have 
any information on when and where this meeting was held I would 
communicate this to him. He further stated that he had had 
reports from California from people we had talked to and 
he had one report that in 1942 William Schneiderraan had sent 
money to his campaign. He oromptly denied this and stated he 
was not running for any office in 1942. 


be 
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I told the Congressman we had received similar information 
but the information we had was that money was made available for 
Havenner’s campaign on the instructions of Schneiderman at a 
time when Havenner was running for mayor. He stated this must 
have been in 1939, but that he had no recollection. 


I avoided any discussion about Shelley but did point out that 
persons interviewed denied that Shelley was a member of the Party 
but stated Shelley had attended meetings which were set up and 
run by the Party, and that that the Congressman would recall Shelley 
had admitted to me in our previous conversation knowing a lot of 
Communists. 

The conference ended amiably, and Havenner stated he is 
going to dedicate the rest of his life to clearing himself. 


I tobd the Congressman that sas far as any charge of 
membership in' the C omr r U nist Party was concerned, our investigation 
conclusively established that he was not a member of the Communist 
Party. He then akked if we would give him a list of names 
of per sons who were supnosed to have attended the meetings 

mentioned and the exact places where they were held. I 


told him we would not do this and reminded him of the agreement 
that our conference was informal. He stated he' had previously 
talked to Attorney General McGranery who was a member of the 
House at the ..time Dies expunged his records, and he was going 
to see the Attorney General in the near future in view of this. 

I think a memorandum should be s ent to the Attorney 
General outlining the background of this case, referring to the 


b6 
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three meetings which]_jstated Havenner had attended, and 


WiJ.Xv;Xl|_JOO&UOU **dVUXiaor IJ.cdU dL.UCXJ.UtJU, CU1U 

■ set forth the scone of our investigation to run these things 
down* 


be 
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As I had anticipated, Havenner did erupt, a nd I feel 
it was’ very much worth while now to have met the issue with him 
on this point. I doubt that we will hear much more from 
Havenner although he no doubt will go to the Attorney General. 
■H is for this reason I am suggesting that a memorandum go. to 
the Attorney General in order that the Attorney General can be 
properly posted. DIRECTOR'S NOTATION: ’’Yes.” HI 

.. ...... • r " 1 r ’ mmmtm j 

i 

It is also suggested the Security Divisions review the 
investigation for further d etails pertaining to the occasion of 
the opening of the sports center by the Young ‘■'ommtiiai st League. 


DIRECTOR'S NOTATION : 0. K., but no furtherlnforroation is to be. 
given Havenner or Shelley. H. 

I don't like the developments in this at all. VJe have been going 
out of our way to try and be helpful and yet this action in taking 
stenographic notes is inexcusable discourtesy. Henceforth if Havenner 
or Shelley call they should came to Nichols office and he should 
not go to theirs. If C'eller calls Nichols should explain our position'. 




JOHN F. SHELLEY 
5th Dist., California 


§§| * 

Congress of tfje fflmteb Stated 

i*o «5e of &epre£ientattbes: 

Magfjmgton, 53. C. 

March 21, 1951 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 08-22-2008, p l 'UC60322LP/PLJ/CC 



Honorable J. Edgar Hoover P» 

United States Department of Justice ° 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D. C. 





Dear Mr. Hoover; 


On February 7, 1951, I communicated with you 
informing you that I would be happy to accept your 
invitation to attend the Graduation Exercises of 
the F. B. I. National Acaden^y. 

Since Congress will be in recess at that time 
and I am planning upon going home to San Francisco 
I now find i kj..nd.„i nyi- 

tation after all. I take this opportunity of ex- 
^end'ing^my'Hea.Fty congratulations to the graduates 
and my wish that they find every use for their 
training towards making this a better country and 
themselves better peace officers. 



With kindest regards and best wishes, I am 



Sincerely yours. 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 08-22-2008 BY UC60322LF/FLJ/CC 


November 2, 1951 

AIR MAIL 

SPECIAL DELIVERY 
o 

Honorable .John F. Shelley 

100 McAllister 

San Francisco, California 

My dear Congressmant 

I was distressed to learn of the passing of 
your mother and I want to express my deepest sympathy . 
While I realise that words are of little value at a time 
like this, I want you to know that your many friends in 
the FBI are thinking of you and share your sorrow with 
you. If there is anything at all that I might be able 
to do during this period, please let me know. 

With expressions of my highest esteem and 
best regards, , 

/ 

Sincerely yours, / / 


So SSgar Ho©v®s> 


cc - San Francisco 


NOTE: Files reflect prior limited cordial correspondence 
with Congressman Shelley. 

Address per Directories. 
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UNITED I 


OV^ERN’MENT 


TO : 
FROM : 
SUBJECT: 


MR. D. M. LADD 
A. H. BeliM/ 

-MMKJOHN- 


congress™ 





date: November 8, 1951 


PURPOSE: 


✓ Tolsor. 
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To advise you that, a name eheckriias/been completed 
on Congressman John.Francj^feall_ey, Representative from the 
Fifth Congressional District of California, and to recommend 
that the results he forwarded to G-2 via liaison. 
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A request for a check of our files on Congressman Shelley] 


has been received from G-2, based apparently on the contemplated 




^>| travel of the Congressman to the Far East Command. 
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The "Congressional Directory" reflects that Shelley is 
a Democrat, born in San Francisco, California, on September 3, 1905* 
He was educated in San Francisco parochial and public schools and 
is a graduate of the Law School of the University of San Francisco. 

He was elected to the.California State Senate in 1938 and was re¬ 
elected in 19^2 without opposition. He was the Democrat Floor 
Leader during that.’period. He was active in the labor movement 
in the City of San Francisco and the State of California. Shelley 
was elected to the'8lst Congress in a special election on November 8, 
19^9,-to fill the seat vacated by the death of Representative Richard 
J. Welch. Shelley was subsequently re-elected to the 82nd Congress. 


No investigation of Congressman Shelley has been conducted 
by the Bureau; however, our files disclose reliable information 
showing.his assistance as a sponsor or speaker with the following 
Communist organizations: Harry Bridges Defense Committee, Tom 
Mooney Labor School, California Labor School, International Workers 
Order and the Joint Inti-Fascist Refugee Committee. The first two 
of these organizations have been cited as Communist organizations 
by the House Committee.on Un-American Activities, the latter three 
by the Attorney General. 1 


£ ■ :i\ The above information has been included in the attached 
rblank memorandum prepared for G-2. Also included in the memorandum 
\is the following information favorable to Shelley. 
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The "Daily People's World," a West Coast Communist news¬ 
paper, on June-19? 19^6, in-an article concerning the American 
Federation of Labor in the State of California, mentioned "Jack 
Shelley's 'warning 1 against Communism." 

The California Committee on Un-American Activities, in 
its 19 1 -t-7 report, states, in connection with the California Labor 
School, "The fact that non-Communists had been contacted and 
persuaded to sponsor the institution under its new name also 
reveals that the Communist Party was seeking to extend the in¬ 
fluence of the institution to unsuspecting prospective students. 

The Committee is convinced that such men as Sheriff Murphy, 

Senator Shelley, George R. Reilly and Dewey Mead would never 
have -permitted their names to be used by the organization had 
they known its real character." 

A letter from Congressman Shelley to the Attorney 
General dated December 28, 1950? contains Shelley's explanation 
of his affiliation with the California Labor School, which he 
originally thought would serve a worthwhile purpose. In this 
letter, Shelley stated that when he found that the Communists 
had taken over the California Labor School ? he severed connections 
with it and also urged all AFL Unions to discontinue any associa¬ 
tion with this school. 

Information received from informants of known reliability 
and the Communist press reflects that when Shelley became a candi¬ 
date for Congressman in September, 19*+9, following the death of 
Representative Richard J. Welch, the Communist Party was so opposed 
to his election that it put a Communist Party member, Charles R. 
Garry, in the race as a "progressive Democrat" and actively cam¬ 
paigned against Shelley. 

RECOMMENDATION: 


It is recommended that the attached blank memorandum 
containing details of the above information be forwarded to G-2 
via liaison. 
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HeveMfeer 1951 




-c has fee«n.^mdmet©d .fey W&U Ww&m ©on- 

cnimiagHjeha Francis Shelley.' • However,/, the f©ll©wing information 
fee of interest to yen. 


A list, of the original sponsors of the Harry Bridges 
Defense Committee , as shown ©n a letterhead ©f the Committee 
Amgast $m 1939* contained the mam©, : n %m* John F« Shelley*** - 

(39-915-2 550, p. 5) 

the Harry Bridges Defense' Committee has been eit©d as 
a C<§pfflh|list organization fey the Hfense ^©mlttee on Bn-Jhaertehm 


sfime ’’F'feOpl© *$ W©rld tt ©n C©b#W.ey #.®>» punsjLiHi'itgci eta 

article ©oncsrnlng a Dhitei Hatlons Folk Hnsie-ianee. Festival t© 


pmfeltshed an 



■ fetated that Senator Jack Shelley, Pros Meat of the AFL Central : ; 
iafeor C©nn¥ii was t© fee the main speaker ©f the evenings 

; \ (61-73^l-^7-17,p.l8) 

The International Workers ©r&er has been designated a 
tfennsmint- organisation fey the Attorney {Henerel within the purview 
®f Ixeentive ©r&er 9§35» 

Tha name ^emator John F» ' v S%*il£§F® ap#ear©&fph'.a "list' 

©f sponsors ©m the printed progrdst for' a series ©f ‘ 
dlseasslons held fey the Joint Anti-Fascist le.fngce 
San Ft'aneisc© .during Jannary and Feferiafcfy., 1^4,1 __ : r ?s - tip 

(SF report 3-15-*+^; 100-'?©6i.-r $22?, p.3) 
■• The .Joint Anti-Fascist lefugee Committee ■ 

fcferal as a Gomnanist . 

within the of Executive ©rder 9$15. • „'"r? « 
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Spring Term of IWf listed "Jack Shelley, California State Senator 
afe ©me ©f the leeturers in the ©©nrse entitled ^Politics—. K 

: ~ (100-326958-2^.31) 
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' The Tom Mooney Labor School has been cited as a Communist 
organisation by the House Committee on Un-American Activities* .. 


The catalog of the California Labor School for the 
Autumn Term,- 194-5, listed "State Senator Jack Shelley” as on© 
of the instructors for a course entitled "Labor’s Political 
Program.” (100-326958-69,p.13) 

The California Labor School has been designated, by the 
Attorney General as a Communist organisation within "the purview 
of Executive Order 9835* 


The- "Daily People’s World,” a 'vest Coast Communist news¬ 
paper, on June 19, 199-6, published ah article captioned, !! AFL Big¬ 
wigs Ask Communist Ban.” This article dealt with a resolution to be/" 
presented by the Executive Council of the California State 
Federation of Labor during its 99th Convention, which resolution . 
would forbid membership in the Federation to members of the 
Communist Party. The article stated in part, "that the two 
.hundred delegates representing one million California trade 
unionists are interested in fighting Communism to the exclusion 
of all other business is highly doubtful, but George Meany’s 
Soviet-baiting keynote speech, Jack Shelley’s ’warning*'against 
Communism and Catholic Archbishop Kitty’s call to beware of 
’totalitarian philosophies * placed Bed-baiting high on the 
agenda.” (62-56921 -A, DPT 6-19-4-6) 


The name, "John Shelley, Stale Senator ,” appeared on a 
list of sponsors in the catalogs of the California Labor School 
for the Spring, Summer, and Fall, 194-6, and Spring, 1947 Terms. 

(100-326958-9/ p.10) 

The California Committee on Un-American Activities, in 
its 1997 report, stated in connection with the California Labor 
Schools "The fact that non-Ccmssmrd s t s had been contacted and 


persuaded to sponsor the institution' under its new nmm also 
reveals that the Communist Party was seeking to extend the in¬ 
fluence of the institution to unsuspecting prospective students. 
The Committee isr convinced that such men as Sheriff Murphy, 
Senator Shelley, George R. Reilly and Dewey Mead would never 
have permitted their names to be meed by the organization had 
“/--they Known its real character.” (62-93702-2) 
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In a letter to the Attorney General dated December 28, 
1950, Congressman John F. Shelley made the following statement 
concerning his affiliation with the California Labor School: 

n I was a sponsor of the California Labor.School, end 
....served as a member of the Advisory Board of the School, 

along with many San Franeiseo business men, public figures, 
and others In the labor movement who felt that such a school 
could serve a worthwhile purpose. It was our thought that 
a group of sound American business r:er. and sound' American 
labor officials could keep the Communist element out of the 
school, or at least prevent them from taking the school 
over and using it for their own purposes. After a period 
of a couple of years we found we hod failed. This was 
primarily due to the fact that those of us who were actually 
trying to use the School to fight Communism found that we 
were so overburdened with our regular duties that w r could 
not devote time and attention to the purposes of the School 
and what it was doing tc the same extent that those who 
were interested in propounding Communist doctrine were 
doing—we found that the Comrmrdst clique were working at 
the job 24 hours a day.......* When those of us who had 

this very fond hope as to what we could do with the Cchqpl 
found that the Communists had taker over, we pulled out %nd 
severed connections with it. I personally urged all 
A F of I, unions to discontinue their association with the 
School. Letters were sent out fro® the San Francisco Labor 
Connell instructing all affiliated unions to make no contri¬ 
butions to, nor participate in, the activities of the 
California Labor School. As a matter of fact, I had to 
threaten Dave Jenkins, Director of the School, and the 
School itself with court action for a year or Wo after 
pulling out, because of persistent use of my name and the 
names of...........many other individuals prominent in 

management and labor in San Francisco's industrial life." 

(62-93702-3 

A confidential Informant of known reliability advise*! 
that in September, 1949* when John P. Shelley announced his candi¬ 
dacy for the Congressional Seat vacated by the death of Richard J. 
Welch, Fifth Congressional District of California, the Communist 
Party was so opposed to Shelley's election that it conducted a 
signature campaign to qualify Charles R. Garry, San Francisco 
-attorney, for a place o n the ballot to act ively oppose Shelley 
las a Democrat nominee. (\ 


100-3-23-1273,p.16) 
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Charles B. Garry has been identified by a confidential 
informant of known reliability as a member of the lawyer * s branch 


of the Communist Party in San Francisco, 


] IOQ- 3 - 23 - 1273 >p.l7) 


The "Daily People’s \ 'orId, H a West Coast Communist news¬ 
paper, on September 19, 19**9» announced Garry’s decision to run 
against Shelley for the vacant Congressional Seat. On September 20, 
1949, the "Daily People’s World” ran an editorial endorsing the 
candidacy of Garry, which read in part as follows: 


"Garry, a progressive Democrat, has stated in Iris 
initial announcement that he will expose ’the disgraceful 
sell-out of the people that ll r. Truman has delivered 
since last TTovember.* 


"Shelley is completely identified with the Truman 
policies of compromise and betrayal on Toft-Hartley, 
on civil rights, on peace, on jobs, As president of 
the California AFL, he has been p&rt and parcel of the 
type of right-wing labor leadership which has condoned 
and sanctioned the surrender of labor’s needs In the 
interests of Truman’s war policy.” (100-259902-A, DPW 9-20-49) 

In subsequent Issues, the "Daily People’s World” ran 
numerous articles favoring the election of Garry and attacking 
the candidacy of Shelley. (100-259902-A) 


The foregoing information is furnished as a result of a 
request for an ITT file check only end is not to be considered as 
a clearance or nonclearance of the Individual Involved. It is 
furnished for your confidential use only and is not to be dissemi¬ 
nated outside of your agency. 
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JOHN F. SHELLEY 
5th Dist.. California 


Congress; of tfje Unttefc states 

ffiouit of &epres(entattbe£ 

IT. 33. C. 




Mr. Glavin 
Mr. Harbo 

100 Me Allister StreetRoisn. 
San Francisco, Ca} 

November 15» 1951 


Mr.. 'SoUsa.k 
Mrv £,fi<v$v 

u*. 

Mr. Bctra* 
Mr. Clegg 



Dear Mr. Hoovers 


ifomiay_ 

Mr. Laughlin_ 

Mr. Mohr- 

Tele. Room— 

Mr. Nease- 

Miss Gandy— 




' * On behalf of my sister, my y 

brothers and myself, I express our 
•appreciation for the very kind words 
of condolence you forwarded to me in 
the recent loss of our devoted mother* 

lour expression of friendship 
at this time is deeply appreciated* 


a 
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At 


January 24, 1952 
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JoH« FfcH/VC\s SJhUer'ij 

Reference is made to the letter dated January 16, 1952, 
addressed you by Representative Emanuel Celler, Chairman, 

Committee on the Judiciary, House of Representatives, United States, 

Your attention is directed -to my communication dated 
October 28, 1949, in the matter captioned as above which relates 
to the same, subject matter. 

In order to assist you in your reply to Renresentatlve 
Celler there are attached^ memoranda concerning 
Representative Franck R. Havenner, and Representative John F. 
Shelley^, Ther»ft Is also attac hed herewith a copy of the criminal 
record of under 


For your information. United States Attorney Walter 
Binns at Los Angeles. Ca lifornia, has expressed his intention 
of utllizing l l as a prosecution witness in the forth¬ 

coming Smith Act trial in Los Angeles, California. In this 
connection I have instructed our Los Angeles Office to advise 
Mr. Binns of the information contained in the letter and 
enclosure which you received from Congressman Celler. 


On January 5> 1952, 
in'connection with another 


__ when being interviewed 

matter, advised that in May 1951 he 


had testified as a witness for the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service in a deportation proc eeding at Los A ngeles". California. 


The defendant at thi s hearing,]_ 

[ ’ ~~1 is we ll known toT 


member inasmuch as 


recruited 


had as her attorney 
fas a Communist Party 


into the Communist Party 


at Los Angeles and knew him very well en a social basis. 

During th e cour se of the Immigra tion and Naturalization 


Service hearing. 


questioned! 


regarding his former testi¬ 


mony relating to Representative Havenner at Beaum ont. Texas, before 
a Dies Committee hearing on June 1 6. 1940 . I I asked him at that 


time, whether or not the statements [ 


h ad made concerning 


Representative Havenner were true to which 
affirmative. 


cc - Los Angeles 


replied in the 
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advised that subsequently the informa tion “taken 


was furnished 


during the course of the proceeding ai 

to Mr. Havenner by parties unknown to _ 

that information Mr. Havenner and other in Congres s made state¬ 


«/ -- - 

gfl i r>at 



and on 


ments from the floor of Congress denouncing 


as., a liar. 


There is no information in Bureau files that reflects 
either Representative Shelley or Representative -Havenner have to 
date sought redress through the courts of the?United States for 
damages their reput ations have Received as the result of testi¬ 
mony by | | before the Dies Committee and his subsequent 

answers before fen Immigration and Naturalization Service hearing 
concerning his original testimony. -* 


be 

b7C 


I am returning herewith the afore-mentioned letter and 
enclosure from Representative-' Celler addressed to you and dated 
January 16, 19%2 0 No further action is being taken in this 
matter by this Bureau unless you specifically request. 


Enclosures 


Cc - Assistant Attorney General James M.- Mclnerney 
Criminal Division 

& - CQNPIDBMTIA E r 

(w/ Enclosures) 
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JOHN FRANC IJ^HELLEY < o 


BACKGROUND 

The Congressional Directory, 82nd Congress, dated 
Kerch 1951 contains the /following background data relating 
to John panels Shelley. Shelley was born on September 3, 

1905* in Sam Francisco. He is a graduate ©f the University 
of San Francisco law ?chhol and #«.* elected to the California 
State Senate in 1918. On November 8 , 1949, during a 
sp ecfal election Shelley was elected as a United States- 
Representative to the 8 lst Congress from the 5th Congressional 
District of California, City of San Francisco. 

DETAILS ‘ ' • 

A list of the original sponsors of the Harry Bridges 
Defense Committee, as shown on a letterhead ©f the Committee 
dated August 8 , 1939, contained the name, "Hon. John F. Shelley.” 

' (39-915-2560, p 5) : \-^r 

The Harry Bridges Defense Cowralttee hae been cited as 
a Communist organization by the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities. 

The "Daily People r s World” on October 16, 1942, 
published an article concerning a United Nations Folk Music- 
Da.nda Festival to have been held ©fi Oc^pber 17 , 1942, under the 
•• sponsors hip of the SanFranciaooCpunty Opunel 1 of the Inter- : -£ 
national Workers Order and stated that Senator Jack Shelley, 
President of the AFL Central Labor Udhhoil waa to be the 
main speaker of the evening. ( 6 l-7341-47 t'17> P 18) 

$he International Workers Order,.ha.a been designated a 
Communist organisation by the Attorney 'General within the purview 
of Sxeeutive Order 9835>» ■'£££' '■ 


•••. ‘ Thd. name ”Senator John' F. ^helle V * appeared oh a H at 
of sppntora on the printed progra»*foi^a aerie's of lectures and 
discmssiofea held by the Joint Anti-Fasbiat Refugee Committap in 
San Prancieeo during January and February, 194? 

(SF rep 3-15-44.;' 100-7061-522. p3) 


J. L. McGovern:hlm )£,#*<. .• 
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The Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee^Coiamittee has been 
designated by the Attorney General Ja^brnrauniat organization 
within the purview of Executive 0rdejT983$. 

The catalog of the TossaJ^oonay Labor School: for the 
Spring Term of 1944: listed "JaclFlShelxVy* California State 
Senator," as on® of the lecturers in- the course entitled 
"Polities—1944." (100-3269582 p 3D . . - 


The Tom Mooney Labor School has been cited as a 
Communist organization by the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities. . •• . 


The catalog of the California Labor School for the ■, 
Autumn Term, 1945* listed "State Senator Jack Shelley” as one 
of the Instructors for a course entitled "Labor's Political 
.Program." . (100-3269582-69 p 13) • , . 

The California.Labor School has been designated by the 
Attorney General as a Communist organization within the purview 
of Executive Order 9835* 

The "Daily People's World,” a west coast Communist 
newspaper, on June 19,.1946, published an article captioned 
”AFL Bigwigs Ask Communist Ban.” ■ This article dealt with a , 
resolution to be presented by the Executive Council of the 
California State Federation of Labor during its 44th Convention, 
which resolution would forbid mamber.ahip in the Federation to . 
member a of the Communist Party. The article stated In part, 
"that the two hundred dolegatea representing one million ■, 
California trade-unionists are interested In fighting Comunism 
to th© exclusion of all other business la highly doubtful, but 
Georg® Meany'a Soviet-baiting keynote speech. Jack Shelley's 
.'warning' against Communism and Catholic Archbishop Kitty's call 
to beware of 'totalitarian philosophies * placed Red-baiting, 
high on the agenda.” 62-56921-A' DPW 6-19-4.6) 

The name, ”John%hell ey, State Senator,” appeared on a 
list of sponsors in the catalog's of th® California Labor School 
for the Spring, Summer, and Fall, 1946» and Spring, 1947 Terms. 

‘4. .. . . (100-326958-94 P. 10) . : ' r 
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Hie California Committee on Gn-American Activities, in 
its 191J.7 report, stated in connection with the California Labor 
School: <r The fact that non-Comraunists had been contacted and 

persuaded to sponsor the institution under its new name also 
reveals that the Communist Party was seeking to extend the in¬ 
fluence of the institution to unsuspecting prospective students. 
The Committee is convinced that such men as Sheriff Murphy, 

Senator Shelley, George R. Reilly and Dewey Mead would never 
have permitted their names to be used by the organization had they 
known its real character.” ( 62 - 93702 - 2 ) 

In a letter to the Attorney General dated December 28, 
1950, Congressman John P..Shelley made the following statement' 
concerning his affiliation with the California Labor School: 

*1 was a sponsor of the California Labor School, and 
....served a 3 a member of the Advisory Board of the School, 
along with many San Francisco business men, public figures, 
and others in the labor movement who felt that such a school 
could serve a worthwhile purpose. It was our thought that 
a group of sound American business men and sound American 
labor officials could keep the Communist element out of the 
school, or at least prevent them from taking the school 
over and using it for their own purposes. After a period 
of a couple of years we found we had failed. This vxas 
primarily due to the fact that those of us who were 
actually trying to us®, the School to, fight Communism found 
that we were so overburdened with our regular duties that ; 
we could not devote time and attention to the purposes of 
the school and what it was doing to the same extent that 
those who were interested in propounding Communist 
, . doctrine were doing--w@ found that the Communist clique 

were working at the job 2 I 4 . hours a day.. . . When 

those of us who had this very fond hope as to what we 
could do with the school found that the Communists had 
taken over, we pulled out.and severed connections with 
it. I personally urged all A F of L unions to dis¬ 
continue their association with the school. Letters were 
sent out from the San Francisco Labor Council instructing 
all affiliated, unions to make no contributions to, nor 
participate in, the activities of th® California Labor • 
School. As a matter of fact, I had to threaten Dave 
Jenkins, Director of the school, and the school itself 
with court action for a year or two after pulling out, 
because of persistent use of my name and the names of...... 

many other individuals prominent in management and labor 
in San Francisco*s industrial life , 11 (62-93702-3) 






■' In September, 1949, when John F. Shelley announced 

his candidacy for 'the Congressional seatvacated. by the death 
of Richard J. Welch, f>th Congressional District of California, 
tho Corwnunist Party was so opposed to Shelley’s ©lection that 
it conducted a signature campaign to qualify Charles R. Garry, 

San Francisco attorney* for a place on the ballot to actively 
oppose Shelley &a a Democr atic nomine®. 

L i 100-3-23-1273 p 16) 

Charles R* Carry has been identified as a member of 
the lawyer’s branch of the . Commnn j at Party in Sari P’rancisco. 

d \ .100-3-23-1273 P 17) * ; ' 

The "Daily People’s World,” a west coast Gommunist 
newspaper, ©n September 19, 1949, announced Garry’s decision to 
run against Shelley for the vacant Congressional seat. . On ' n - 
September. .20, : 1949* the' "Daily People’s World" ran an editorial > 
endorsing the candidacy of Garry, which read in part .as 
follows; .• V ■■■■■■'-■ * 

"Garry,. a progressive Democrat, has stated in Ms 
initial announcement that he will expose ’the disgraceful 
sell-out of the people that Mr. Truman has delivered 
since last November.’ 

"Shelley is completely identified with the Truman 
policies of compromise and betrayal on Taf t-Hartley, 
on civil rights, on peace, on jobs. As president of 
, the California AFL, he has been part and parcel of the • , : 
type of right-wing labor leadership which has condoned 
and sanctioned the surrender of labor’s needs in the 
interests of Truman’s war policy." (100-259902-A, DPW 9-20-49) 

• In subsequent issues, the "Daily People’s World" ran 

numerous article'* favoring the election of Garry and Attacking 
the candidacy of Shelley. ( ioo-299902-A) / 
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HOUSE 7 OF' REPRESENTATIVES, • U.,S. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY • 

Washington, D. C. 

January 16, 1952 

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 

Honorable J. Howard McGrath / \ 

The Attorney General 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 


My dear Mr. Attorney General: 


In November and December of 1950 testimony was given 

by one_in a hearing before an officer of the United 

States Immigration and Naturalization Service of the Department 
of Justice^ The hearing was held in Los Angeles, California. 

under oath, testified that, to the best of his knowl¬ 


edge and belief, two present members of Congress -— Represents- 
tive John F. Shelley of California and Representative Franck R. 
Havenner, also of California -- were or have, been members of the 
'Communist Party. 


I have been requested by Representatives Shelley and 
Havenner to investigate all of the facts which r.nnld disclose 


b 6 
b 7 C 


saw fit to 
.to defame 


the reason for such testimony which this 
give. There have been allegations of a conspiracy 
two Member p of Onnur-saa , and there likewise have been allega- 
tion s that 
that 


_testimony was perjury. I wish to note 

made such statements both in 19i|-0 and in 1950. 


I am, therefore, enclosing a copy of some of the in¬ 
formation forwarded to me by Mr. havenner to attend my request 
that the Federal Bureau of Investigation be ordered to unde rtake 
the inv estigation of the facts surrounding the testimony of [~ 

I shall appreciate hearing from you thereon. 


Sincerely yours. 


Snanuel Celler 
.Chairman 
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The background of this perjur ed testimony re veals a con¬ 


tinuing connection between the witness 


and the Immigra 


tion and Naturalization Service of the united States Department of 
Justice, extending back for the past twelve years or more. 


testimony in the case of 


before a hear¬ 


ing officer of the United States Immigration and Naturalization Serv 
vice contains the following statements: 

That the persons who arranged for him to go to Beaumont, b6 
Texas, in 1940 and testify before a sub-committee of the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities were George Hurley and James 
Stedman, who were then employed by the House Committee. Hurley 
was at one time an employe of the United States Immigration and 
Naturalization Service. 


That 


at various times during the period betii/een 1938 


and the present 'time appeared as a witness for the United States 
Immigration and Naturalization Service in deportation cases. He 
was a witness in the first deportation proceeding against Harry 
Bridges before Dean James N. Landis of Harvard. Testimony con¬ 
cerning the findings of Dea n Landis in this hearing and his com¬ 
ments on the credibility of I I testimony appear in pages 121 


and 122 of the record in theT 


he aring. 


at various times in the 


hearing referred to 


his contacts with the following persons: 


Roy J. Norene, officer in charge of the United States Immi¬ 
gration and Naturalization Service in Portland, Oregon, page 115 b6 
of transcript. b 7c 

Inspector Jack Wise of United States Immigration and Natu¬ 
ralization Service, page 115 of transcript. 

Stanely Doyle, pages 116 and 191 of transcript. 

■ .Spencer Austrian, page 118 of transcript. 

Howard L. Ppnn, Inspector, United States Immigration and 
Naturalization Service, Portland, Oregon, page 168 of transcript. 

Clifton Watson, Portland, Orego n, -polic e department, page 


obtained a posi- 


191 of transcript. Leech testified that__ 

tion for him through a business agent of " the Painters Union in 
Portland, Oregon. 









On page 219 of transcript witness 


is quoted as testi¬ 


fying that he received "110.00 of so" from Doyle (presumably b( 

Stanley Doyle) to transport himself and family from Los Angeles b7c 
to Portland, Oregon. 


On pages 137, 138 and 139 of transcript 


was interrog¬ 


ated at great lenght about his testimony and alleged retraction of 
testimony concerning Frederick ^arch, prominent actor, and his 
relations with the attorneys for Frederick March, including Arthur 
Garfield Ha yes. '-j -here is also considerable testimony regarding a 

story about_ and his testimony concerning March which appeared 

in the magazine "Counter Attack. 11 publi shed bv the American Public 
Onn^nl tant.a . who are , 1 i atcd as 
and 


former members of the Federal Bureau of Inves¬ 


tigation. 


On page 155 of the transcript appears testimony by the 
witness concerning his alleged employment by the Waldron Roffing 
Company in Portland, Oregon, or Los Angeles, California, in 1937. 

On page 191 appears testimony that Clifton Watson of the 

through 


Portland Police Department obtained a position for 
a business agent of the Painters Union in Portland.' 

-On page-124 of the transcript appears testimony by witness 

_concerning money he is alleged to have received from the 

Government. be 

b7C 


On page 288 is fou nd testimony concerning the alleged con¬ 
viction of-witness for having forged a money order. 


On page 211 is furthe r testimony, concerning the alleged 


for violation of the prohibition law 


conviction of witness 
in Los Angeles Police Court. 

On page 214 is found.testimony concerning charges that 
witness | "[ received money while on relief in 1931* 

To one who, like myself, has been made the victim of a vicious 
conspiracy, to defame by perjury and slander, certain inescapable con¬ 
clusions emerge from the record of this case. The testimony of this 
witness is a tissue of falsehoods from beginning to end. He never knew 
me. He never met me in any Communist meeting of any kind at any time 
or place. So far as I am aware I have never met him anywhere, and if 
I ever did I did not know who he was. During all of the period when 
he says he met me in various meetings he was living in Los Angeles and 
I was living In San Francisco, nearly 5>00 miles away. At no time 
during that period does he claim that heattended any meetings in San 
Francisco. At no time during that period did I attend any meetings in 
Los Angeles, except meetings of the California State Railr pad Com mission, 
of which I was then a member. It is very significant that 


in 






response to repeated questions invariably refused to give the dates or 
places of the meetings where he said he had met me. 

The record shows that this witness had a lengthy police 
record, with several convictions for law violations. He had a large 
family and was on relief. He was obviously in continuous need of-money 
for the support' of his family. His testimony indicates that on sever*tn\ 
occasions he was given sums of money by federal agents, connected 
with the Immigration and Naturalization Service, and by employes of the 
Committee on Un-American Activities of the House of Representatives; ^ 

He is also charge with having accepted money 0 to ■ retract certain defamtory 1 ' 
testimony he had given concerning Frederick March, the actor. 

It would therefore appear to be logical to assume that a 
considerable amount of money' was paid either to him or to the person who 
arranged with him to go to Beaumont, Texas, in 191+0, and testify at a 
secret meeting of a sub-committee of the Dies Committee that a long.list 
of California citizens (significantly all prominent members, of the 
Democratic Party) were members of the Communist Party. If the source 
and amount of this money, and the names of the person who handled it, 
can be ascertained, I am confident that the mystery of this conspiracy 
to suborn perjury before a Congressional committee will be solved,. 
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San Francisco, California 
January 17, 1941 


AIRMAIL - SPECIAL 
DELIVERY 


Mr. E. J. Connelley 

Assistant Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

607 U. S. Court House 

Foley Square 

New York City, N. Y. 


Re: HARBIM 


D e ar 


Sir: 


Senator 


& 


JOHN F. SHELL EY of the California Legis- 

Night clerk of the San Fran- 

acquain- 
was 


lature recently met 
cisco Bureau Office, through the latter's brot her. 


tance of SHELLEY, who had advised SHELLEY that 
employed as a clerk here. 


_an. 


SHELLEY told 


privately and voluntarily that 


be 

b7C 


he had been considering coming to the San Francisco Office of 
the Bureau to furnish information which might be of interest to 
the Bureau, but has been hesitant about doing so because if it 
were known to his union that he had contacted the FBI it might 
cause comment unfavorable to him, since a great number of his 
union members consider the FBI the foe of union labor. 


SHELLEY stated that he knew definitely the Com¬ 
munists in the various unions with which he had contact, and 
knows they are not union men who have espoused the cause of 
Communism, but active Communists who have worked into the unions 
in order to carry out their program. He said that he himself 
was not a Communist, and had no use whatever for that group, 
although the Communist element in the Bakery Wagon Drivers' 
Union, of which he is secretary, has given him their support 
because he controls the union. 
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He also said that he would give any information 
•hSPhas regarding HARRY BRIDGES, and remarked that an Agent of 
the Bureau had contacted him once during the last few months 
regarding BRIDGES, but had not remained in his office long 
enough for him to tell what he knew. 
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Mr. Connelley from ^an Francisco 


January 17, 1941 
Page 2 


SHELLEY stated that he had been present when I 
addressed a group of State officials at Sacramento regarding 
National Defense matters, and his desire to furnish informa¬ 
tion to the Bureau dates from that t ime. 

A review of the filesof this case fails to ±l ow 
that a lead was ever set out to interview SHELLEY or officials 
of the Bakery Wagon Drivers' Union. The indices of the case 
do not ©how such an interview as SHELLEY describes. They do 
show that SHELLEY was to have been one of BRIDGES' witnesses 
at the Angel Island hearing, but was not called as such; that 
in July 1937 he spoke on the same platform with BRIDGES at a 
TOM MOONEY rally; that he was at one time president of the San 
Francisco Labor Council (AF of L); he has been listed as a 
sponsor of the San Francisco Comm ittee to Aid Ch inaand 
(according to a list furnished by l attorney) a 

sponsor of the Conference for Democratic Action, a Communist 
inspired organization. 

-Unless instructed to the contrary. Special Agent 

|and another agent assigned to this office will 
interview SHELIEY in the near future, or when he is next in 
San Francisco. SHELIEY is attending the current session of 
the State Legislature in Sacramento, but is believed to come 
into San Francisco on week-ends. 

Very truly yours. 


N. J. L. PIEPER 
Special Agent in Charge 

LW:MR 
39-30 
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Mr. Tolson 


June 11, 1952 


L. B. Nichols 


CTolt 


rs 


r, 


c 3 p 

CL 

Vi 


e a * 



•/ 






With reference to the investigation which we have had 
on Congressmen Havenner and Shelley, we have hqd inquiries 
on this in the oast from Congressman Celler. ,The investigation 
has now been completed and sent to the Department. 


In the event Congressman Celler Should 
make any inquiry, I think v/e should tell him the 
is completed, that it was sent to the Department 
and then briefly furnish him with the highlights 
gation, namely, that there was no direct evidence 


call us or 
investigation 
some time ago 
of the investi- 
of Communist 


" f- ( 


Party membership on the part of Congressmen H'aveiiner and Shelley; 
that there were numerous statements made by persons reflecting 
association with various members of the Party; that while we did 


be 

b7C 



Anticipating a step further, should Congressman Celler 
ask us to talk to Havenner and Shelley, then I think we should do'- ’X 
so because I do not think ie can expect the Department to represent, 
the Bureau's best interests and while I thoroughly expect Congress" 
man Havenner to blow off sorties team, I think it would be a lot Y ' V; 
better for this to occur in the presence of a representative of 
the Bureau in a Position to furnish him 1 with facts, than it would 
be to let him depend upon getting a run around from 1 the Department. 


•V 

\ 


cc " Mr. Ladd 

Mr. Belmont 

LBNsMP 

DIRECTOR'S NOTATION ; ir I think we ought to brief Celler now ♦ 

H. - 
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Mr. Tolson 
L. B. Nichols 
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June 17, 1952 


/ 



With reference to the investigation the Bureau completed 
on Congressmen Havenner and Shelley andtto the Director's advice 
that Congressman Celler should be briefed new, it is suggested in 
view of the close, personal contact I have with Celler that I defer 
contacting him until I can go d own and see him personally. I 
.plan to do this on my return Thursday of this week. 


cc - ^r. Ladd 




cc - Mr, Belmont 
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Mr. Tolson 
L. B. Nichols 


June 23, 1952 


. /P-- 


- / 


r 
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S# k -fJ' / a ' ^he /k~y 

I called on Congressman Celler of New ^ork today by 
appointment, P told him we had now completed our investigation 
> of Congressmen Havenner and Shelley and submitted our report to 
\ the Department. Celler,at onee i^anted to know the results, 
y told him there was no, evidence of Communist Party membership 
Adisclosed on the nart of Congressmen Havenner and Shelley, 

\Vl though it was fairly, 1 well established that Havenner and Shelley 
nad associated with Communists, had attended functions in which 
the Communists had a part, and were interested, they had accepted 
aid and assistance from the Communists andthat while, of course, 
the matter of adjudication and evaluation of our investigation was 
for the Department,, it would anonah naiLha-n—difficult to 3a unch a 


perjury Prosecution against 


I further told the 


Congressman that Havenner had talked about subornation of perjury; 
that the fact remained the Statute of Limitations had run and even 
if there were subornation of perjury, nothing could be,.d,nna,:...that 


be 
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the investigation reflected statements indicating that 
before the old Dies C ornrn i-ttee in Texas for nothing .other than 
expenses and witness fees. 


appeared 

his 


Celler then asked if we would not furnish H avenner and 
Shelley with a letter stating they we're not members'of the Communist 
Party. X told him 1 would have no hesltance in so advising Havenner " 
and Shelley on an informal basis, but that this would be inappro¬ 
priate for us to write i’such a letter as thiswwould be tantamount 
to an evaluation or adjudication of the case. He a sked if we iiould 
recommend such a letter to the Department. I told him while this 
would be up to -the Department, if the Department asked our view, 
we would interpos'e no objection and if they asked us for a recommends 
ation we would state we had no objection to their writing such a 
letter. - • 


4 

i 
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T^e Congressman then stated he was going to talk to 
Havenner and Shelley andwould tell them if they wanted anything 
further to talk to me. I told him trhis would be satisfactory! 


Vi 


cc - Mr. Ladd 

Mr. Belmont 

LBN;MP 
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DIRECTOR’S NOTATION : ^ "I most certainly WTUr Tto4r -go~-Lhst far. 


It is nona of our business.” H. 
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July 3, 19^2 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON 



Congressman Franck R. Havenner of California called 
me tM s afternoon to' inquire when he andCongressman 
JacfF^Shelley of California could see me regarding the 
recent investigation we had conducted pertaining to the 
allegations that they were members of the Communist 
Party. 

I told Congressman Havenner that assumed both 
he and Mr. Shelley were exceedingly busy in the last 
days of Congress and would probably not want to see me 
until the first of the w<eek. The Congressman said 
Monday afternoon would be satisfactory. 

'j 

I have arranged to see Havenner and Shelley 
in Havenner’s office on Monday at P.M. 


Havenner asked me if we had our report all written 
up in form for them to read. I told the Congressman we 
had submitted renorts to the Department but that it would 
not be within our province to permit them to read the 
reports although I would be glad to see them and discuss 
the matter informally if they desired. 

/ L. B. Nichols 


LBN:CMC 

DIRECTOR’S NOTATION : "The of course are not to be shown :S' 
the renorts by us.” H. 
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SUBJECT: 


Mr. A. Rosen 
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date: December 15, 
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CONGRESSMAN JOHN FRANCIS SHELLEY (D-Calif ornp*£jj 
NAME CHECK REQUEST ^ 1 
(Bufile 94-43277) 


SYNOPSIS: 


/, 



Name check request received from G-2, Department of 
the Army, concerning Congressman John Francis Shelley of California. 
No reason given for this request. Bufiles disclosed previous G-2 
name check in November, 1951* Information furnished at that time 
reflecting Shelley's assistance as a speaker or sponsor with several 
cited Communist organizations and also included information favorable 
to the Congressman. The Director noted on the dissemination of this 
memo, "O.K., H. u In March, 1952, investigation in stituted bv Bureau 
per instructions of the Department to determine if 


b6 

b7C 


committed perjury in testimony before the Dies Committee on July l6, 
1940* at Beaumont, Texas, and reite rated in 1950 before an Immigration 
and Naturalization Service hearing. | H on the above dates, fur¬ 

nished information regarding Fran k R. Hav enner and John F. Shelley, 
both Congressmen from California. I l stated in his testimony 

he believed Shelley to be a Communist Party member. The investi¬ 
gation was completed and the results furnished to the Department on 
May 21, 1952. No information received that Shelley had been a Com¬ 
munist Party member but it was determined that both he and Havenner 
were "political opportunists" who accepted Communist Party support 
during the election campaign. No pertinent information developed 
in addition to that contained in the memorandum previously furnished 
to G-2. 


RECOMMENDATION: 


That G-2, Department of the Array, in answer to their 
>( request, be referred to the memorandum concerning Congressman Shelley 
li which was previously furnished to them in November, 19.5,1 and be 
advised no subsequent information exists in FBI files - pertinent to 
their inquiry 
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DETAILS: 


A name check request has been received from G-2, 
Department of the Army, concerning Congressman John Francis 
Shelley of California, No reason for this request was fur¬ 
nished by G-2. 


Bureau files disclosed that a memorandum dated 
November 8, 195l> concerning Congressman Shelley was previously 
furnished to G-2 in answer to their request for a name check. 

This memorandum set forth information reflecting Shelley*s 
assistance as a speaker or sponsor with several cited Communist 
organizations and also included favorable information of anti¬ 
communist activities on the part of the Congressman, The Director 
noted on the dissemination of this memo, "O.K., H." 


In March, 1952, an investigation was instituted by the 
Bureau on instr uctions of the Criminal Division of the Department 


committed perjury in testimony 


to determine if__ 

before the Dies Committee July 16, 1940, at Beaumont, Texas, and 
reiterated in 1950, before an Immigration and Naturalization 
Service hearing. On these occasions. Leech furnished information 
regarding Frank R. Havenner and Joh n F. Sh elley, both Congressmen 
from California. In his testimony, ! ' stated he believed 
Shelley to be a Com munist P arty member basing his belief on the 
direct statement to| (>y William Schneiderma n, then Sec retary 

having 


be 
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of the Communist party in California, and by his, 
taken part in activities in which Shelley was also engaged that were 
purely Communist Party activities. 


The investigation in the 


matter, which was completed 


and the results furnished to the Department on May 21, 1952, did not 
develop information that Shelley had been a Communist Party member 
but it did develop that both he and Havenner were "political oppor¬ 
tunists" who accepted Communist Party support during election 
campaigns and that^actual membership on the part of Havenner and 
Shelley, if any, would have been a closely guarded secret known 
only to a handful of top Communist Party leaders. The Department 
was asked that no dissemination whatever should be made of reports 
in this case because improper disclosure of the information developed 
could very well jeopardize current security investigations, security 
informants and sources of information. 


The investigation developed no pertinent information in 
addition to that contained in the memorandum previously furnished 
to G-2. A review of the files reflects no subsequent information. 
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Mr. A. Ro3en 


December 15, 
1953 


L. IT. Conroy 


COITGRESSMASf JOHII FRAIICIS SHELLEY (D-California) 
KAJ-Kv CHECK REQUEST 
(Ruflie 9^-11-3277) 


SYNOPSIS: 


ITane check request received from 0-2, Department of 
the Array, concerning Congressman John Francis Shelley of California. 
Ho reason given for this request* Bufiles disclosed previous G-2 
name check in November, 1951* Information furnished at that time 
reflecting Shelley's assistance as a speaker or sponsor with several 
cited Communist organizations and also included information favorable 
to the Congressman. The Director noted on the dissemination of this 
memo, "Q.K., H." In March, 1952, investigation in stituted hv Bureau 


per instructions of the Department to determine If 

committed perjury in testimony before the Dies Committee on July 16, 
19^0, at Beaumont, Texas, and reite rated in 1990 before an Immigration 
and naturalization Service hearing. | | on the above dates, fur- b6 

nished information regarding Fran k R. Have nner and John F. Shelley, b.?c 
both Congressmen from California. | | stated in his testimony 

he believed Shelley to be a Communist Party member* The investi¬ 
gation was completed and the results furnished to the Department on 
May 21, 1952. Ho information received that Shelley had been a Com¬ 
munist Party member but it was determined that both he and Havenner 
were "political opportunists" who accepted Communist Party support 
during the election campaign. Ho pertinent information developed 
in addition to that contained in the memorandum previously furnished 
to Ct-2. 


RECOMMENDATION : 

That G-2, Department of the Array, in answer to their 
request, be referred to the memorandum concerning Congressman Shelley 
which was previously furnished to them in November, 1951j and be 

advised no subsequent information exists in FBI files pertinent to 
La/rzn their inquiry. 
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DETAILS: 


A name check request has been received fron G-2, 
Department of the Army, concerning Congressman John Francis 
Shelley of California. IJo reason for this request was fur¬ 
nished by G-2. 


Bureau files disclosed that a memorandum dated 
November 8, 1951, concerning Congressman Shelley was previously 
furnished to G-2 in answer to their request for a name check. 

This memorandum set forth information reflecting Shelley^ 
assistance as a speaker or sponsor with several cited Communist 
organisations and also included favorable information of anti¬ 
communist activities on the part of the Congressman. Tho Director 
noted on the dissemination of this memo, "O.K., H." 

In March, 1952, an investigation was instituted by the 
Bureau on instr uctions of the Criminal Division of the Department 


to determine if 


committed perjury in testimony 


before the Dies Committee July 16, 19^.0, at Beaumont, Texas, and 
reiterated in 1950, before an Immigra tion an d Naturalization 
Service hearing. On these occasions, ! j furnished information 

regarding Frank R. Havenner and Joh n F« Sh elley, both Congressmen 
from California. In his tostimony. 


be 
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stated he believed 


Shelley to be a Communist Party member basing his belief on the 
direct statement to Leech by Uilliam Sohneiderman , then Sec retary 


of the Communist Party in California, and by his, 
taken part In activities in which Shelley was alsb engageu 
purely Communist Party activities. 


having 
that were 


The investigation In the 


matter, which was completed 


and the results furnished to the Department on May 21, 1952, did not b 7 C 
develop information that Shelley had been a Communist Party member 
but it did develop that both he and Havenner were '’political oppor¬ 
tunists" who accepted Communist Party support during election 
campaigns and that actual membership on the part of Havenner and 
Shelley, if any, would have been a closely guarded secret known 
only to a handful of top Communist Party leaders. The Department 
was asked that no dissemination whatever should be made of reports 
in this case because improper disclosure of the information developed 
could very well jeopardize current security investigations, security 
informants and sources of information. 


The investigation developed no pertinent information in 
addition to that contained in the memorandum previously furnished 
to G-2. A review of the files reflects no subsequent information. 
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DfPlP Pearson I rally aimed at defeating King, examination regar mt. 

, > aliform, arm of Her-! the man “e was attempting to. . Derri o or a tic ■** 

ber: rtrownell’s Justice Depart-; prosecute, was not a violationj from California ;< In 

in..„t is now playing it rough, of the Hatch Act, since Waters calling this card ned 

igh and with a cold eye to, is not under civil service. j strategy “political persecution." 

No. 4—Last move hy Cali-jThey attribute it, however, not 
1 Dok iVg over f° rn * a Republicans to embai-to the Justice Department in 
the records of rass lh e Democrats is the sub-1 Washington hul ■ ‘ion- 

several Cali- penaing of Bert Coffey, a mem- Hillings madam- nit, 

fornia Con- j,er of trte California Demo-, which operates aa- 

in^finH 11 -! cratic Centra ^ Committee by 'tute aegis of Mu; ner, 

Democratic ^ Un-American Activities campaign mane.' Vice 

Bramblctt. Cor.- Committee. Coffey has made no;p a nigrese- 
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Congressman Shelley enclosed a carbon copy 
letter to Chief Coffey of Son Franc i sc o 
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Ur. Glo.vi n advised that on 2/9/54 Congressman John 
Rcotiey had been contacted by Ccngre r.s rjin Jh^llrj in regard to 
the -*^sire f Congressman Shelley f<.r 
to attend th" ~ - ^ /> +j is pgr ■ 

3/pp/54. 
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April 24, 1957 


Honorable John F. Shelley 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 

My dear Congressman: 

t 

I have been advised of the request of Mr. Thomas J. 
O'Toole for a brief statement for use in connection with the kick-off 
of the annual drive of The Guardsmen in San Francisco, and it is 
certainly a pleasure to be of service in this regard. Enclosed is 


a copy of my telegram sent 


to Mr. O'Toole wishing The 


\ 

\ 


Guardsmen veil in their campaign. 


Sincerely yours, 


j. Edgar Hnowr 


APR 2 ^ 1957 

COMM - FBI 

Enclosure 


.r g 


‘ A, 'O <5 


Tolsfcn _ 

Nichols _ 

Boardman 

Belmont_ 

Mohr _ 

Parsons _ 

Hosen _ 

Tamm _ 

Trotter _ 

Nease _ 

Tele. Room . 

Holloman _ 

Gandy _ 


NOTE: There has been past cordial correspondence with Congressman 


5rn*sp« 

Shelley, and Director has previously giv^it statements re this organization's 
annual drives. Telegram dated 4/23 31 sent Mr. Thomas J. O'Toole, 

Z&iT&e ^usbrdsmee, 690 Market Street, San Francisco, California. Like 

requests have been honored on short notice in-prior years,as Bufiles show 
jj{jj rC vp organization to be reputable men's group, friendly to 

(4) /Lbureau, which raises funds for underprivileged youth 

Drive begins afternoon of 4/24/57. See M. A. Jones 
to Mr. Nichols memo dated 4 24 57 captioned <yf\ 

f '"The Guardsmen' San Francisco, California. " 

-'-7 ,1 I,JH:rcw 
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Oft !Ct OF DIRECTOR 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


April 22, 1957 


Mr. Belmont 


Mr . Parsons 
Mr. Rosen _ 


Mr. Trotter 

Mr. Downs in the office of M Jone - 

_ Mr . Nease _ 

Congressman John F. Shelley (D.), Tele . Rocm 

of California, telephoned. He said Mr . Hoiiom. 

that in past years Mr. Hoover has miss H 0 ime 
given a statement to be used at the MissGand> 
kick-off of the annual drive of the Guardsmen in San 
Francisco. He said the Congressman has just 
received a wire asking if arrangements could be made 
for Mr. Hoover to give a formal statement this year. 
The annual drive starts at noon tomorrow. If it is 
possible for Mr. Hoover to furnish the statement, the 
wire should be addressed to Mr. Thomas J. O’Toole, 
Guardsmen, 690 Market Street, San Francisco. Mr. 
Downs said if it is possible to have the wire sent, he 
would appreciate it very much if a copy of the wire 
could be sent to Congressman Shelley. 

Mr. Downs was told Mr. Hoover is out of town and 
will be for the next few days and that I would see,what 
could be done about this request. He said the 
Congressman would appreciate anything that could be 
done. 


HWGrtlc 

cc - Mr. Nichols 


V It 


44 MAY 1 188T 


4 APS 30 1957 
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Shelfey Byes 
Beck's Post 1 ^ 

the AssociggaiPress • { ■ 
.L.Rep resenta^veShellpv ri pin....^ 
ocratciFCalifornia, says he has 1 
b'5'11 l VrsJ?@tf*5S J 5-un for president 
of the Powerful Teamsters 
Union ,and is “receptive” to 
the idea.'' 

The Californian, a Teamsters 
Union member since 1929, said 
he is not now a, candidate, but 
would take the job if a genuine 
effort' is made to “clean up the 
j union.” 

j Teamster President Dave 
Beck has announced he will not 
■seek re-eleetion at the Team¬ 
sters .Miami convention in Oc¬ 
tober. Beck currently is under 
fire for-alleged misuse of union 
funds. 

Mr. Shelley said a delegation 
approached him about trying 
for the job nearly two months 
ago. He would not identify 
members of the group, but it 
was reported it included 5 of 
the 13 Teamsters Executive 
Board members. 

Representative \ Shelley .was 
elected to Congress in 1949. He 
is a former president of the 
San Francisco Central Labor 
Council and the California 
-^tate. Federation of ..Labor. ^ 







Wash. Post and _ 

Times Herald 

Wash. News _ • 

Wash. Star __ 

N. Y. Herald __ 

Tribune 

N. Y. Journal-_ 

American 

N. Y. Mirror _ 


N. Y. Daily News 

N. Y. Times _ 

Daily Worker_ 

The Worker _ 

New Leader _ 


Date 


1 S 1957 






Mr, L, V, Boardman 
Mr, A, H, Belmont 



^^PfCiPMATIOH C-OKTAIMER, ' 
ittHBls UNCLASSIFIED', -■ V Y 
***^2-2008 BY UC6Q322LP/PLJ/CG 


July 17, 1957 


b6 

b7C 


SECURITY MATTES - C 

By letter 7-15-57, Congressman John F, Shelley (D- 
Pn 7 ifnrnin) -referred f.n f.ho Fbir^mj fnr its Comment a letter he 

received from I _ \ dated 6-17-57, Shelley noted he did 

not know l n~= Tm his letter states in parts "Some of us in 1 

ILWU,,,have seen pestered by FBI Agents who think we might be subversive or* 
something"; admits subscribing to papers like *National Guardian" and 
usually agreeing with policies of thepe papers. Me asks Shelley to "raise 
your voice in the Congress against the infringement of our privacy by 
these FBI snoopers■ J 

I 1 a warehouseman employed through International Longshore- x 

men's and Warehousemen's Union (ILWU), San Francisco, identified as ^ 

Communist Party (CP) member various periods between 1944 and 1950, In \ 
1954 it was reported subject was expelled in 1950 from CP for *gross immo -W 
rality," In 1954 he was reported to have said *highest honor a human may ' 
claim is that of being member of the CP"; however, investigation has "not 5? 
disclosed any CP or substantial CP front activity since 1950 gh part of 
subject. Me was honorably discharged from Army 1943 for reason of physical 
disqualifications, suffering from constitutional psychopathic state and "2 
inadequate personality* Bureau authority granted San Francisco Offiqe to 0 
interview subject 6-3-57 for purpose of determining current. CP sympathies g- 
and past CP activities. Me was interviewed 6-17-57 (same date as his letter 
to Shelley) and was friendly and cordial but would not discuss past activ-h 
ities. He was cancelled from Security Index 7-11-57 because of insufficient 
subversive activities since1950, < 

Bufiles reflect Congressman Shelley, on 12-28-50 * directed letters 
to Attorney General (AG) admitting association with California Labor School 
(cited- by AGf,and stated he severed connections with this school after 
learning communists had taken control. In past, Shelley has had limited 
associations with several front groups. In 1952, Bureau conducted perjury^, 
investigation aj request of Department of one | who stated ins be 

1950 before Immigration and Naturalizati on Servic e hearing he believed bic 


Shelley was CP member. During course of 


investigation no infor¬ 


mation developed concerning possible CP,memoerstiip by Shelley, CP actively 
opposed Shelley's campaign for election to Congress in a special election » 
held llr8-49. Bureau has had past cordial correspondence with Shelley, 
a member of House Committee on Appropriations, i 

Enclosure / _ 

' ' £> - T- 
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'83191 

94-43277 Y Congressman John F, Shelley) 
Mr, Nichols ~ ■ . ' . - 

Mr, Boardman ‘ 

■J.tJL'2 6'1iil f Pit-44 ■ 


not REOO^C/f 

138 yUL. £4195Z 

1 - Mr, Belmont 
' Mr, Bland 
* Mr, Marquise 






BECGMMSNDATI ON i 

If you agree, there fg attached a letter to Congressman Shelley 
acknowledging his letter of 7^s^57; advising him of necessity for 
Bureau tQ conduct interview ir\ discharge of investigative responsibilities; 
fact | was interviewee or± one occasion, 6-17~57; no basis for be 

allegations of harassment and intimidation, : b 7 c 
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July 18, 195? 


Honorable John F, Shelley 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D, C, 

My dear Congressman! 

I have received your letter of July 15, 
195? * with which y ou enclosed a letter to you from 

dated June l?t 195?* 


For your information. 


was 


interviewed by Special Agents of this Bureau on 
one occasion, namely JUne 17, 195?, 

1 am sure you will understand the necessity 
for this Bureau to conduct interviews of various 
individuals in connection with t he discharge of its 


be 

b7C. 


l th£ 

investigative responsibilities, \ 
of harassment and intimidation are absolutly without 
foundati on. 


allegations 


x> 


I appreciate your calling this matter^fo ^ 


my attention. Pur suant to vour request, 1 aa 
returning herewith letter. 


C3 

t 

■JO 



Sincerely yours. 





'2, 


'■i cigar Hooves. 
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San Francisco 14, Calif. 


June 17, 1957. 


Jo 6 
!b7C 


Hon. John F. Shelley 
House Bldg., 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Rep.. Shelley -- 

As a working man I have been glad to help elect a man like you to Congress. 

I feel you know some of our problems of making a living in a highly competitive society. 
It so happens I believe more in cooperation than in competition and in fact belong 
to a union - the ILWU - which is noted for its democratic live-and let-live ideas. 

I Some of us in ILWU - and I belong to Local 6 - the warehouse division - have been 
pestered by visits by FBI agents who think we might be subversive or something. 

Now I subscribe to papers like the National Guardian which don't exactly see eye-to-eye 
with the powers that be. I usually agree with the policy of these papers and think 
it is? my political privilege to read what I like and conduct myself as I like - in my 
union or elsewhere - so long:as I don't infringe or interfere with the rights of others. 
You notice I didn’t say’break any laws’ because ;you particularly as a law-maker know 
the vast number of laws today and how hard it is not to break any! 

f '.But seriously Congressman. I hope you can raise your voice in the Congress 
against the infringement of our privacy by these FBI snoopers. If we are a criminal, 
let them come and arrest us, but this harassment and intimidation is un-called 
for and in the true sense of the word - Un-American. 

I think the witch-hunt is calming down but maybe you can help hasten its end. . , 

With best wishes and regards. 




edm - 1 copy 
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Honorable John F. Shelley 
HOBs«e of Representatives 
Washington t% f D. C, 

My (dear Congressman: 

la a news story appearing in the 'Washington Daily 
Mews,” page I, on Thursday, October 24, ItST, captioned, "He Get 
Royal Ruuaroood,” which you hare m doubt tees, there is reference 
to year difficulties in visiting year soil, Kevin, at Children 1 a Hospital 
on October 19 daring the tins* cf Oases Elizabeth's visit there, 

I do hope the operation performed on your son was 
successful and that he Is progressing nicely. 




Inasmuch as the story relates that FBI representatives 
were among these who kept yon from seeing year son, I thought it only 
proper to advise yon that this is not correct. An unnamed hospital 
official is also quoted as saying that FBI men and me$ from other agencies 
were "all over the place. * Mo representative of the FBI was present 
at toe hospital on the day of toe Queen's visit and, <*t course, it was 


party at any time during her visit. 


QCT l > 


COMM-F9I: 


i's person or member £ either 


REW?jmr (7). : , , Vf*; J& 0CT 

c c-Mr. Boafcdman' (detached) /tjfc “ 9 

cc~Mr 0 Belih@nt (detached) y (JW _. 

cc~Mr. Rosen (detached) 7^ 5 r ^ 

.cc-Mro J®nes (detached! 7‘ 

5 8OCTlory: 

(Nite: c@ve4* m&di3 frlaaihNichols to Tols@n 10-25-57 re 



dtoeerely years, 


J#’ Edgar Hoaver 




._. ac 

Hi <d 

77-1? 




- is: 


e. Room_ ^ 

!zr—M% 


€ 


OCT 28 1957 



Congressman John I 


Shelley, D.^Ca 
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SUBJECT: CONGRE SSMAN„J,QHKF. SHELLEY (D-CALI^/ 
ALLEGATION FBI AGENTS GUARDED^ 

QUEEN ELIZABETH At CHILDREN’S HOSPITAir40-18-57 
NEWS STORY IN ’’WASHINGTON DAILY NEWS” 10-24-5'i 



Tele. Room_ 

Hollomanj_ 

Gandy_ 


The attached news clipping from the ’Washington Daily News, ” 
page 5, October 24, 1957, captioned, "He Got Royal Runaround, ” refers to 
difficulties Congressman. John F. Shelley (D-Calif.) had in visiting his son, 

Kevin, age 2, at Children’s Hospital 10-18-57 where Kevin had been operated on 
10-16-57 for a hernia condition. The Congressman’s difficulty arose because of 
the security precautions taken to protect Queen Elizabeth during her visit to that 
institution 10-18-57. The story relates that mention of the Queen’s visit to 
Congressman Shelley sends him ’’into a towering rage” and states that he is not 
’’sore” at the Queen so much ”... but at the small army of State Department and 
Scotland Yard security agents, FBI and Secret Service men, District detectives 
and Fire Department officials who did their best to keep him from seeing his sick 
son." 


In the same story, a hospital official is quoted as saying the 
elevators were shut down to facilitate the Queen’s visit to various floors and, 
"We had FBI men, the Secret Service, Scotland Yard, the State Department, 
District police and some firemen all over the place. I wasn’t allowed up or 
downstairs myself.” The Congressman is reported as saying he did get upstairs 
after identifying himself to hospital and Secret Service officials but that his wife 
tried to leave later and wasn't allowed downstairs. 


BACKGROUND OF SHELLEY: 


John Francis Shelley, age 52, Democrat of the Fifth District of 
California (San Francisco),was elected in November, 1949, and has gerved 
continuously since. He is a member of the Appropriations Subcommittee .of, 

House. His first wife died and he married Thelma Smith in June,, 1953; They 
have two children, Kathleen Patricia born 8-12-54 and Kevin Francis born 11-16-55. 
We have not, of course, conducted an investigation of the Congressman. He has 
an LL. B. degree from the San FranciscoJL.aw School and his rise in the 
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Memorandum to Mr. Tolson from L. B. Nichols 
Re: Congressman John F. Shelley et al 


San Francisco area labor movement started in the 1930’s when he was a bakery 
wagon driver. In 1935 he became president of the Bakery Wagon Drivers Union 
and in 1936 vice president of the San Francisco Labor Council. From 1938 to 
1942 he was a member of the California State Senate. 

The Director has had past cordial correspondence with Shelley 
and has given statements the past several years to kick off the annual drive of 
The Guardsmen in San Francisco, an organization to assist underprivileged 
children. Shelley has been most appreciative. (94-42266) 

I . Shelley’s name recently appeared in the news as he was advanced 

j as a candidate in opposition to James R. Hoffa for the Teamsters Union presidency. 
This action did not materialize although Shelley promised to, be interested in the 
presidency if a housecleaning took place. Shelley is said to have an anti-Beck 
record. He had been approached by several Teamsters Union vice presidents 
with a ’’draft” offer to oppose Hoffa. 


RECOMMENDATION: 

Inasmuch as Congressman Shelley may be of the opinion FBI agents 
did guard duty for the Queen at Children’s Hospital and elsewhere and since he 
was caused so much discomfort by such, action, it is recommended the attached 
letter go forward pointing out that we had nothing to do with this matter. 

The Washington Field Office and the Liaison Unit here both state so far as 
they know, FBI agents were not at the hospital 10/18/57 or elsewhere to guard 
the Queen. ' 
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Queen Elizabeth’s well-publicized tour of Children’s 
Hospital last- Friday may. have been' well intended, 
'but the very mention of it sends at least one Con¬ 
gressman .into a towering rage. L \ 

i i - .. - \ 

Rep. John F. Shelley, . 52, 
(D., Calif.) says he isn’t sore 
at the Queen so much, but at 
the small army of State De¬ 
partment and Scotland Yard 
security agents, JPBI and Se¬ 
cret' Service men, District de¬ 
tectives and Fire Department- 
officials who did their best 
to keep him from seeing his 
sick son. " . 

i Mr. Shelley said things 
j.were all right at the hospital 
I on Wednesday—the day his 
; son, Kevin, 2, was. operated 
, on for a hernia condition, but 
j when he went back the fol- 
I iowing day all the hospital 
parking lots and the streets 
around the hospital had been' 
roped off. -■ 

■ LECTURE . 

Mr. Shelley said he walked ; 
inside and told Miss Edith 
Torkington, the hospital ad¬ 
ministrator, and a Secret 
! Service man that such strict 
security : regulations might 
j delay doctors arriving for 
i emergency operations- and en¬ 
danger a child’s life. 

He said he was told that it 
[was too late to change the 
. security regulations. •- •• 


~ . Mr.” Shelley said it was 1 
even worse when Tie got to j. 
the hospital on Friday—two 1 
hours before the Queen was 

I to arrive. He said he first! 
had to argue with police out¬ 
side before he could get in 
to see Kevin, then found all 
’ the elevators had been shut 
j down. 

“Certainly all the eleva¬ 
tors were shut _ down,” a 
J hospital official said. “The 
| State Department saw to 
that and had us put men in 
! each of the self-service ele¬ 
vators so the Queen would 
not have, to push her own 
button when she. went up 
and down. 

i 

NECESSARY? 


. “I don’t know what he (Mr.| 
Shelley) is so worked . up j 
about, tho,” she. said. -”Scot-| 
land Yard" said all this-had to 
be done if . the Queen was toj 
visit, and then the.State De-i 
I partment arranged every-; 
thing. 

! “We had jTIFmgiL tlie I 
Secret.Service, Scotland' Yard; I 
I the State Department, District 
I police' and some-firemen all i 
1 over the place. T wasn’t al-' 
lowed up or downstairs my-! 
self.” ' , 

Mr. Shelley said he man¬ 
aged to get upstairs anyway, 
after, identifying himself to 
hospital and Secret Service 
officials, and got them to run I 
one ‘ elevator for a few[ 
minutes, but his wife tried v t6V 
leave^later and wasn’t allowed 
downstairs because the Queen 
i was still in the building. ■ i . 
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TQ/01 RECTOR AND .SAC NEW YORK 

/ 

FROM SAC SAN.FRANCISCO 100014 


INFORMATION CONCERNING, INTERNAL SECURITY« 


, be 
b7C 


rt '—** 

, P . '*V< 




..RE SAN FRANCISCO- A I.RTEL SEPTEMBER 6, 1956, ENTITLED FUND, FOR JHE— 
MVtem- REPU BLIC. MISCELLANEOUS. INFORMATION CONCERNING, WHICH-. INDICATED' 


THAT I _IREPRESENTING THE FUND FOR THE REBU8UC, 

CONDUCTED AN INTERVIEW WITH WILLIAM SCHNEI GERMAN, THEN CHAIRMAN 

S COMMUNIST. INFLUENCE 


INDICATED b6 ■ 

b7C 


OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY 13TH DISTRICT, REGARD IN 
^L&^QN : LABQR UNIONS IN THE PAST. IN THE INTERVIEW 
i'ioLLLTHAT HE WAS'BRO LABOR UNION BUT ANTI COMMUNIST. CONGRESSMAN JOHN 
ftp... SHELLEY* OF CALIFORNIA, WHO WAS EXTREMELY ACTIVE IN‘ LABOR UNION 
MATTERS IN TWS^AREA-TN THE PAST, HAS INQUIRED OF THf S OFFftf -- 
REGARDING T HE IDENTITY, BACKGROUND AND CONNECTIONS 0F-| 



SKETCH OF 


THE FUND FOR THE REPUBLIC, INC., 360 RIVERSIDE DRIVE, 
.NEW YORK 25/ NEW YORK IS REQUESTED TO SURAD OR SUTEL BUREAU AND 

, JANUARY 10, A 

L AND UACB )’T WILL BE PROVIDEDvTG : |SONGRE| 

V ... • ■■ 


Mi- 
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JOHN F. SHELLEY 
5th Dist., California 
(San Francisco) 


Congress of tfje fHm'tetr States 
Spouse o! ikepresentattbes 
Majsfctngton, B. C. 


October 29, 1957 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HERE III IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 08-22-2008 BY UC60322LP/PLJ/CC 


The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

My dear Mr. Hoover: 


MEMBER: 

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 




Thank you sincerely for your very nice letter of October 25 
concerning the story that appeared in the Washington Daily News in\ 
connection with the hospitalization of my young son, Kevin, at / 
Children's Hospital. 


I want you to know that the story that appeared in the 
News did not come from me at all. The experience that was related 
therein was fairly accurate and a reporter tried to check with me 
but I figured that there was no point in making a public issue of 
the matter since I had expressed my dissatisfaction to the Hospital 
^authorities. At no time did I mention the F.B.I. to the Hospital 
people or anyone else with whom I talked. I have had enough 
experience in Government to know that the F.B.I. is not assigned to 
this type of job. My complaint was directed at the State Department 
people who appeared to have no idea whatsoever that,notwithstanding 
the fact the Queen would be there, this was still a hospital that 
still had to function and that there might be emergencies to be met 
at a moment's notice. This, in my humble opinion, should take _ . 


priority over protocal. 
would agree with this. 


In fact, I am sure that the Queen herself 


Thank you for your hope that .the operation was success 
on young Kevin -- the Surgeon advises us that it was and everything 
is fine now. 

I extremely regret any unfavorable publicity that this 
story may have reflected on the F.B.I. and I again assure you that 
I did not, at any time, mention your organization. I am sure that 
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The Honorable J. Edgar iloover 


2 


October 29, 1957 


such mention was probably made by somebody on the Hospital staff 
when the Press picked up this story and made inquiry of them and 
it was based on the general misconception of the public that the 
F.B.I. handles all such type of work. 

With kindest regards and best wishes, I am 


Sincerely, 



M. C. 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 08-22-2003 BY UC60322LP/PLJ/CC 
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MEo TOLSON: 


_ 

Ivir. Tuibon _- 

Mr. BoardmC 

Mr. Belmont 

Mr. Mohr.. . 

Mr. N(0t7 AV * 

Mr. Parsons 

Mr. Rosbj?/ 

Mr. Tamm 

Mr. Trottnr 

Mr. Clayton _ 

Tp)p. Room _ _ 

Mr. Holloman_ 

Miss Gnnriy 





J o h 


With reference to the attached matter, l think I 


should 

.call SAC Burke and tell Mm that such requests should be refen^d to 
the Bureau and that he should not be passing out information as 
tieven if H does'come from congressional sources. If Congressi 
is presently in San Fra ncisco, Burke will be told to inform him that we 




and, accordingly, have no information 


have never investigated 
which we can furnish him. If Shelley is in Washington, I will handle th 
matter myself, New York has been told not to furnish information to 
San Francisco regarding this matter. 

Respectfully, 


: Jh< 

.. 
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ADDENDUM, GAN.hpf, 1/10/58 


I called San Francisco and spoke with SA 



____ t _ r _ Ti . iwho Is 

acting in SAC Burke's absence. I advised him in line with the above. He stated 
teat Congressman Shelley was in California at the moment and I, therefore, told 
hfen to cou rteously advise Congressman Shelley that ris had never investigated 

’and accordingly war© unable to furnish him any background information 
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Ac M. Bs3bEiCT^\^y 


BATO: 


PflQM : Uo M. 




SUBJECT: 


INFORMATION CONCERNING 


/J^ltached SF radiogram 1/9/58 forwarded request of Longressmsm 
j John F. ^hell.ea-' for thumb-nail sketch of captioned individual who is affiliated 
Itjifch theFund for the Republic. . ,) 

_Bufile 100-39)16®' 


Tclson . 

Nichols _ _ 

Boardman 

Belmont _ 

Mohr__ 

Parsons - 
|Rosen _. b6 

Tamm ^7 C 

Trotter_ 

Nease —__ 

Tele. Room _ 
Holloman — 
Gandy__ 



7 serial 281, page 89 contains memo 9/9/55 captionew 
' Fund for the Republic . " This memo reflects , jjfeg'. 



memo reflects 

communicated with the Bureau 2/23/55 and advised Fund for the 
was then engaged in extensive research concerning the im 
communism in American in stitutions. He requested copies of cert2fn£j^ 
Bureau letter to | 3/2/55 advised FBI did not have facilities to make 

material available / Dut had taken the liberty of having inquiries made at Library 
of Congress.* Memo notes "Who’s Who in America" - 1954-55; "Who’s Who in 
World Jewry" for 1955; "Martindale-HubbellLaw Directory" for 1955; "Who’s 
Who in New York" for 1938; and "American Men of Science" for 1949, were 
checked but no identifiable references to captioned individual located. 


•>c 


_reflects memo 9/17/56 regarding captioned 

individual indicating that SF by letter dated 9/6/56 advised that according to 
a technical sur veillance on the Communist Party Headquarters at San Francisco, 
California, one| _ of New York, 


New York City, on 8/30/56 contacted 


Chairman, 


District 13 Communist Party, San Francisco, and said he was working 4 * a book 
relative to the effect communism has had on labor. This was in connection with 
his study concerning the effect of communism/On.the American <#ay of life. An 
interview was arranged for the following day ./ V " ~ /) r j ^ 


On 8/31/56[ 


M>T RECORDED 


|again appearegfj^flgfc Schneiderman 

regarding the above ^Jnatter. The conversation recorded, for the most part, 
was inaudible. It, however, related to a geneyal dfscussion regarding the 


above-mentioned book being written by[ 


were noted other than the fact that Schneiderman had criticized 
his critical writing in the past, presumably against the Com; 


No signific ant statemen ts 

for 


(Tesur, 


1 - Mr. Belmont 

I - KD? 0 Mease 

I •* LA'. LCrc'-icF 


100-301697) 

* He was Informed that it had been det0£ 

Library ©f Cosagrees emiic 

jpmEsMeat&G&o foo rcspCGftcsL 
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RE: 


ENFOEMATEDM CONCERNING 
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appears to be identical with 


who according to Bufiles is the assistant in charge of a project to study the 
communist influence in American life under a $300, 000 grant made by the Fund 
in Novemb er, 1953, Ou r files contain no additional pertinent information 


concerning 


(100-391097-70, 281 ench p. 89) 


r 

// > 




Bufile ©4=431177 regarding Congressman John F. Shelley reflects ,J 

memo 1Q/2S/H7 L. IB. Nichols to Mr. Tolson which contains following 
background on Shelley: 

John Francis Shelley, age 52, Democrat of the Fifth District of / 
California (San Francisco), was elected in November, 1949, and ha© served 
continuously since. He is a member of the Appropriations Sff&committee of the 
House. His first wife died and he married Thelma Smith in June, 1953. They 
have two children, Kathleen Patricia born 8/12/54 and Kevin Francis born 
11/16/55. We have not, of course, conducted an investigation of the Congressman. 
He has an LL. B. degree from the San Francisco Law School and has rise'Tn the 
San Francisco area labor movement started in the 1930’s when he was a |jakery 
wagon driver. In 1935 he became president of the Bakery Wagon Drivers Union 
and In 1936 vice president of the San Francisco Labor Council. From 1938 to 
1942 he was a member of the California State Senate. 


The Director has had past cordial correspondence with Shelley and 
has given statements the past several years to kick off the annual drive of 
The Guardsmen in San Francisco, an organization to assist underprivileged 
children. Shelley has been most appreciative. (94-42266) 


Shelley's name recently appeared in the news as he was advanced as a 
candidate in opposition to James R. Hoffa for the Teamsters Union presidency. 
This action did not materialize although Shelley promised to be interested in the 
presidency if a housecleaning took place. Shelley is said to have an anti-Beck 
record. He had been approached by several Teamsters Union vice presidents 
with a "draft” offer to oppose Hoffa. 


Search Slips re 


ami Shelley attached and available references 


reviewed ami no additional information available which appears pertinent to 
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 


INFORMATION CONCERNING 


indices regarding 


1 


NYO._ telephonically requested to check New York 
and advised only information in New York files 

called CP Headquarters from RI 9-6734. 


be 

b7C 


indicates on 2/7/57 a 

Subsequent check determined this phone listed to address 
New York City. No further information contained New York files. The 
Congressional Directory, 85th Congress, First Session, March, 1957, indicates 
Congressman John F. Shelley is a member of the Appropriations Committee 
of the House (page 241). New York Office instructed to take no action concerning 
request in SF radiogram 1/9/58 and advised matter would be handled by the Bureau. 
ACTION: 


That this memorandum be referred to Mr. Nease for appropriate 
handling in connection with Congressman Shelley's request. It is noted 
referenced radiogram requests SF be advised by 3 P. M., EST, instant. 
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Office Memorandum 


UNITED 


m 


Is GOVERN 


TO 




MR. HOOVER 


SAC R. D. AUERBACH 


DATE: 


/12/9/59 


PERSONAL 



Belmont. 

DeLosj 
PlcGuira^t-^'i 


Mr. Trotter_ 

Mr. W.C.Sullivan 

Tele. Room__ 

Mr. Holloman_ 

Miss Gandy_ 


SUBJECT: 


0 


JOHN FRANCIS SHELLY 
CONGRESSMAN 5th DISTRICT 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 
HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE 


I had a long conversation with Congressman SHELLY 
today,who has an off-session set of offices on the 
floor below us,and I thoughtyou might like to have' 
some data concerning him as against future contact. 



SHELLY is very complimentary of you personally,and 
the Bureau,and states that he does not understand how 
you have the time to take care of all the details that 
you do. He said that you have provided him with special 
releases in connection with a number of projects for 
the underprivileged run by the Coast Guard League, of 
which he is the Past National Commander. He said this 
type of beginning to the campaign each year practically 
insures its success and, further, since he has still a 
reserve Coast Guard commission, makes him appear big 
in the eyes of his friends as to his connection with 
you in getting such a communication. 


j SHELLY was most frank and revealing in his conversation. 
iHe said that in the early days he had been "suckered” 
into support of a variety of commie organizations and 
that it had taken him sometime to grow up and realize 
[that he had been taken in. He said that because of this 
background he felt he now was more than usually alert 
to possibilities of communist infiltration. In this 
connection, he noted that last Sunday, after his return 
from Mass,‘he had met with a group of fifteen labor 
leaders in the area and had pointed out to them that it 


cc: 



Assistant Director CARTHA DE LOACH 



REd n 








was his impression that in the coming year,and following 
the KHRUSHCHEV visit, the Communist Party would endeavor 

I more than ever to infiltrate labor. He noted that,to 
his amazement and until he had pointed out some of 
his ideas about this, the labor leaders had said that 
they had not realized this possibility but that they 
agreed with him. 

I get the impression that SHELLY is extremely friendly 
to the Bureau and think that a substantial portion of 
it is not due to his per sonal contact, but due to the 

fact that he is close to _ 

a member of the National Academy 55th Class, who is an 

J Inspector with the S an Francisco Police Department. 

It appears thatl|has sold the congressman on the 
FBI. 

I I assured Mr. SHELLY that wherever possible we 
would be glad to be of assistance to him and suggested 
that should any problems come up that he make contact 
with the Bureau, either directly to you or Mr. TOLSON. 

He said that he would do this only when he was "in 
trouble" and that knowing you and Mr. TOLSON were 
exceedingly busy men that he did not want to "go to 
Ithe big brass on little brass things." 

I assured the congressman that you and Mr. TOLSON 
would be only too glad to handle personally all situations, 

I but that if he did not care to do this that he should 
then make the acquaintance of Assistant Director 
CARTHA DE LOACH. He said he would do this. 

He also noted that he had once been invited to address 
the National Academy graduation, but due to a conflict 
had not felt it was fair to the Bureau to schedule the 
situation for fear he might not be able to make it. 

Mr. SHELLY has just recently had an operation, 
necessitating the amputation of his small toe on his 
left foot as a result of ulcerous bone development from 
a fungus dating as far back as 1945,at the Bethesda 
Naval Hospital. 
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Accordingly, he is immediately returning to Washington 
for additional examination and treatment and will spend 
the holidays there. He said this would be some free time 
for him so I suggested he contact Mr. DE LOACH. Since 
he stated it is free time, perhaps arrangement could be 
made for him to tour the Bureau. 



3 





For the information of the Bureau, there is attached 
hereto a memorandum to me from a San Francisco Supervisor 
concerning the above-captioned individual. 


It is suggested that the Bureau may desire to con¬ 
fidentially make this situation known to Congressman SHELLEY 
for his own data. 



y (C? Bureau (Encl.l) 
"1 - San Francisco 

RDA:cs 

(3) 
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Office Menmandum 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 08^B£-200S BY UC60322LP 


• UNITED STATES 


» 


to . SAC 


DATE: 


PLJ/CC 

GOVERNMENT 

2/26/60 


from : SUPV. CONLEY 


subject: JOHN F. SHELLEY, Congressman 

Member, House AppropriationsCommittee 
INFO CONCERNING 


v.y _In investigating case entitled "UNSUB, aka., 


b6 
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ITSP, SF File 87-12877, it was determined that a 
ycheck dated 11/23/59 in the amount of $35.00 drawn on Wells 
Fargo Bank. East Palo Alto, Calif ., payable to Cash endo rsed 


and signed 


returned to the National Bank of wasningxon, u.G 


was 


On 2/23/60 Mr 


Wells Fargo Bank, 
1 has had a 


East Palo Alto, advised that _ 

commercial account at that bank since 11/30/55. He stated that 

has had numerous checks returned in the past and b6 


apparently a'T)ankempToyee Triade a mistake^on == the == ab^e check, b 
marking it "unable to locate" instead of "insufficient funds." 


stated that 


SHELL EY and his current address is. 


is e mployed by Congressman JOHN 


1 Calif, 


In view of the fact that this is a true name check, 
no further investigation was conducted by San Francisco and WFO" 
was instructed to discontinue. 


Tt la note 


SHELLEY. 


3 


being listed as secretary to Congressman 


JAC:cs 
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DATE 03-22-2008 BY 


date: 3-9-60 
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&i 


Tolson . 

Mohr _ 

Parsons 

Belmont 

■p 

allahar 
DeLoa 
Malone . 
McGuire 
Rosen _ 
Tamm __ 
Trotter . 




W.C. Sullivan 

Tele. Room_ 

Ingram ■ 

Gandy _ 


SECRETARY, CONGRESSMAN JOHN F. SHELLEY 
FIFTH DISTRICT, CALIFORNIA ~ 

INFORMATION CONCERNING 


By letter dated 3-2-60 the San Fr ancisco Office advised th at during 


be 

b7C 


} ITSP," 


an investigation of a case entitled "Unsub, aka., 

it was determined that a check dated 11-23-59 in the amount of $35. drawn on Wells 
' Fargo Bank, East Palo A fto. California, payable to cash, endorsed 

was Returned to t he National Bank 
has had numerous 


and signed 

of Washington, D. C. This investigation disclosed that 


oyee made a mistake on the 




checks returned in the past, and apparently a bank empl 
above check , marking it "unable to locate” instead of "insufficient funds. " 

1 is employed by Congressman John F. Shelley, and his current address is 
^California. In view of the fact that this is a true name 

_ J » . ..1" _ _1 1 11 i 1 />•_ OO* . — .1 


check, no lurther investigation was conducted by the San Francisco Office, and WFQ 


l was instructed to discontinue. 

M 

San Francisco Office suggested that the Bureau may desire to con¬ 
fidentially make this situation known to Congressman.^Shelley for his own information.) 

EX 104 , ® ft- if 

Bufiles indicate that John Francis Shelley . Democrat/of the Fifth 1 U 
District of California (San Francisco) was elected in November, 1949, and has 
served continuously since. He is a member of the Appropriations Committee of —^ 
the House. He has been active in the San Francisco area in labor movement since 
the 1930s when he was a bakery wagon driver. In 1935 he became President of the 
Bakery Wagon Driver’s Union, and in 1936 Vice President of the-Sam-Franci-se^ 

Labor Council. He has, in the past, been associated with a number- of o rganizations 
£ited by the Attorney General as communist. He was scheduled t0-s^eak^o^ the same 
program withyformer Congressman Vito Marcantonio on 7-24-£-T. 

Mooney Defense Committee meeting on the same date. He waslan active - s\ 

«>th &3 C^lil'ornlfygj£.bor School which has been declared subversive. Congres 


at.thc 


^Sllll^y^rol^^the Attorney General on 12-28-50 stating he had severed 

TTTTTHf’c (0\ ____ 


rn 

mections 
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.Tone p to DeT.oach 
Re: 


with this school because he found out that communist had taken control. The 


Bureau has had cordia 


RECOMMENDATIONS: 


correspondence with C ongressman Shelley in the past. 


1. That the suggestion of the San Francisco Office to furnish 
the information confidentially regarding Henderson's activities to Congressman 
Shelley be furnished. 





2. If approved, that a representative in Mr. DeLoach's Office 
furnish this information verbally to Congressman Shelley. 




not in; however, his Administrative Assistant on both occasions stated 
that the Congressman would call us upon his arrival back in the office. 
Congressman Shelley has never called and neither has the Administrative^ 
Assistant; 


- 2 - 
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emorandum 


TO 


FROM 


Mr. Mohr 


C. D. DeLoai 


tcSlA 


date: July 3, 1961 


r- © 

subject: CONGRESSMAN JOHN F. SHELLEY (D-CALIF.) 



On the afternoon of June 30, 1961, SA 


in my office received 
a telephone oall from Mrs. Muldoon (ext. 4967) in the office of Congressman John 
Shelley of California. Mrs. Muldoon advised that the Congressman has received 
a letter from a group of constituents who call themselves ’^Liberty Lobby. ” She 
stated that this group is .anxious to. obtain a Photostat copy of Mr. Hoover’s letter 


b6 
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of February 23, 1921 to J 


in the office of the Undersecretary of State. 


This letter concerns Frankfurter. She identified it as Archives Department of State 
File #1910-1929-861.00/8795. She stated that the "Liberty Lobby" group made an 
effort to obtain a Photostat copy of this letter from Archives but were advised by 
Archives that it could not be released without a release from the FBI. Accordingly, 
the group wrote to the Congressman to have him intercede with the Director to get a 
release so they could obtain a copy of this letter. ° 

CONGRESSMAN JOHN F. SHELLEY: 


Shelley is from San Francisco and represents the 5th District. He has 
been in Congress since November, 1949. Bufiles reflect cordial correspondence with 
him over the years and for several years, the Director gave him a statement to 
kick off the annual drive of "The Guardsman" in San Francisco, an organization to 
assist underprivileged children. Shelley has been most appreciative. Files also 
reflect that in the past Shelley has been associated w ith a numb er of organizations 
cited by the Attorney General as communist. 

Academy graduate. 


He has 


who is a National 


BACKGROUND: 



The 2-23-21 letter from the Director to Mr. 
of the Undersecre tary of State, concerning Felix . Frankfurter is the same 

l T has recentlybegt6irculating. r l has circulated this to two 


Office, 
letter ! 


Committees of Congress and a number of members of Congress. Mr. Hoover was 
Special Assistant to the Attorney General at the time the 2-23-21 letter was written 
and it concerned a list received from the American Consul at Reval, Esthonia, of persons 
in America receiving Bolshevik propaganda and Felix Frankfurter was included on this 

’ r > '■' rec- 7 99- 935.77- /j" 

(Contjjougfjyiext pa 
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DeLoach to Mohr memo 

Re: Congressman John F. Shelley 


list. The Director has noted that while the letter bears the signature, ”J. E. 

Hoover, ’’ it i s not the one used when he personally signs mail. According to 
I I the Director’s letter was discovered in March, 1961, while he was 

searching the files of the Department of State which have been turned over to 
Archives. He obtained access to the letter through the error of an Archives employee 
inasmuch as the employee failed to remove the le tter prior to making other State 
Department documents available to 


be 

b7C 


We understand from liaison contact with 


at Archives 


that he has been getting considerable pressure from the "Hill" for access to the 2-23-21 
letter; however, since this matter has come to the attention of Archives, access 
has been denied under existing regulations. He recently denied access to 
Congressman N. M. Mason of Illinois. In the case of Mason, a 6-20-61 memorandum 
from Mr. Jones to rnp rpmmmpnfjpri that I personally contact Mason and advise him 
of the background of It is noted that we have an agreement with Archives 

not to release information from documents originating from the FBI and this was 
further confirmed by a 6-26-61 letter to the Archives of the United States; therefore, 
such records cannot be release d without the a uthorization of an appropriate official 


of this Bureau and inasmuch as 

j. 


has denied release of the letter in previous 


instances, he hopes that the Bureau will also follow a similar policy. 


p.Ci 

Briefly, Bufiles reflect thatf" 


at Baltimore, 


be 

b7C 


Maryland, and apparently derives his money from his f amily’s owner ship of a large 


was investigated 


portiorTbrstock in Dun and Bradstreet. In 1941 and 42, 
as a conscientious objector. His academic records at various schools were very 
poor and on one occasion, he was expelled for a poor scholastic record. He has 
been described as possessing a psychiatric complex and during World War n was 
investigated for an unsubstantiated allegation of German sympathy and espionage activity. 

is admittedly very anti-Semitic and was the owner of the house and printing 


press in Arlington, Virgi nia , where George Lincoln Rockwell lived and published 
"The Virginian, ” airextremeTy anti-Semit ic newspaper^ Rockwell, of course, is the 


lu t 


well-known self-styled Nazi in Arlington 
the office of Richard Arens and Colonel William F. 
Un-American Activities. 


has made a nuisance of himself in 
Heimlich of the House Committee on 
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(Continued next page) 








De Loach to Mohr memo 
Re: Congressman John F. Shelley 



JB ERTY LOBBY 1 ’: 

The "Liberty Lobby" has not been investigated by the Bureau and 
although we have had several inquiries concerning it, we have no derogatory information 
regarding its activities. It is self-described as a patriotic pressure group which stands 
for Constitutional Law, Americanism and individualism and opposes "bureaucratic 
dictatorship, give-away internationalism and collectivism.” 


RECOMMENDATION: 


That som eone in mv off ice contact Congressman Shelley and briefly 

outline the background of_and this entire matter. Mrs. Muldoon advised 

that the Congressman's office would be closed on Monday, July 3, and Tuesday, 

July 4, and asked that any contact concerning this matter be made on or after July 5, 
1961. 



bo 
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Well ?!-. : riay 


Honorable John Francis Shelley 
Eouoq of Kepresontatlves 
Was! 


My dear 



ffil&Q let ter ©i &/ i'.uwoff 


r n 52 : 

C*> 


' S3 ' Q 

rr? 

Ml & 

© ^ 

© 


fmm your eoaoUtaenipjf ^ 


has been referred to me £©r my ©ossmentsp 


As you b.h’Q undoubtedly away©, ■ raiar to used essten-” 
sSvoly to tow Qn£©ir cement ■ woriSp particularly to eosmeefcien with 
oMoreemenfc of traffic regulations* However, the radar screen 
does tot stow a ptotograph~type picture meh as television aad 
wotM to ©f questionable value to stterapttag t© observe persons 
or locations. 

I might point cut that a number©! organisations have 
been engarimenttog with cl osed circuit tfe levlsloa which can bo used 
in the manner described by 




be 

b7C 


! >} 1 

c.J r/s 

k ;. i 
& ' y 


Mr 

o:' 
$z l 


i<y 


l tope Wo information will to of assistance to jm> 
Sincerely yours, 

■>■ £dgar Hoover 


jhan . 

:d — 
iach_ 


Room . 


NOTE: 


cannot be identified in Bullies. Bufiles indicate 


-cordial correspondence with Congressman Shelley (Democrat-California) who 
is on the House Appropriations Committee. Bufiles indicate that, in the past, 
JJ has been associated with a number of organisations cited,by the Attorney 
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department of Justice 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
■. HEREIN 13 UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 08-22-2008 BY UC60322LP./PLJ/CC 


Kay 1, 1962 


P-i, 


|§P||PP;i 




Hon. John Shelley 
House of Congress 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Hr. Shelley: ?Sf 

cf u —advancement Ihrthause of: radar by the various law en- 
fore ttaen t agencies. I would appreciate it if yob would 
handle this through the proper channels and if you think 
it advisable bring it to the President's attention. 


m 




PURPOSES: 





RADAR SETS 

Por police work in catching all kinds of 
criminals in the act or preventing crimes 
of any nature before they happen Government 
agencies could keep their eyes on communists, 
netis, or other elements trying to undermine 
our country and they would have clear pictures 
oh the screens of everyone oh the streets and 
their associates. (Just like a television set). 

All local police would be able to watch every 
street, alley or rooftop in a city by putting 
anunberof these sets in svsry station. Men 
could Watch these sets around the clock. They 
could watch elImparks and secluded areas and’ / 
l^tch^suad^ 

aomeni 1 a noticed'-"The set* could eyen tyi'Y' 'TC 
iiptelled in private homes so people would 
know who was knocking at their doors end it 
would cut or stop murders, rapes, or other sex 
crimes, burglaries, robberies, and eventually 
put a stop to crime. 


Hotels could also ihstell these sets in every*,, 
room for the guests protection. Banks ala# 




•W i 




could install these in upper offices to 
pdrions entering and leaving, thus ellmlnat , 
bank holdups. State mod Federal jn:iiqi| coul 
use them on e 24-hour security basis advaa- 


Respectfully yours, 


k 


DPCtmf 


vbfe 
Jb7C 

jgmesi 





*' . ALL FBI THFOKHATIOII COHTAIHED- 

•- " r -- - • ' ' ' \ • ' • • HEREDL IS OTCLA3SIFIED. 

„ / '• .. , . ■■■ ' ■■■/ BATE 08-22-2008 BY UC60322LP/:PLJ/CC 
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Memorandum 


U?4ITED~ STATES GOVEF 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED, 
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TO 


FROM 


subject: 


A. Rose 



date: July 26, 1962 



MR.. G. H. SCATTERDAY/ 

V/£) 

CONGRESSMAN JOHN FRANCIS SHELLEY 
(Democrat - California) 

NAME CHECK REQUEST 



Callahan . 

Malone . 
Rosen . 
Sullivar( 
Tavel . 



Trotter _ 

Tele. Room . 

Holmes - 

Gandy _ 


A name check request was received telephonically from y the 
•United States Coast Guard on 7-20-62 concerning the captioned individual. 
According to the Coast Guard, Shelley, a Captain in the Temporary Coast 
Guard Reserve, has been invited to join the Naval Reserve Unit on 
Capitol Hill which will require a Coast Guard clearance. Shelley was 
elected in November, 1949, and has served continuously since. He is on 
the House Appropriations Committee. 


No investigation has been conducted by the Bureau concerning 
Congressman .Shelley although limited inquiries regarding him were 
conducted in-=?1952 at the request Of the Department. These inquiries 
were m ade iWthePcour .se of a perjury investigation concerning testimony be 
by one I I in 1950 before an Immigration and Naturalization b7c 

Service hearing-wherein he stated he believed Shelley to be a Communist 
Party member. No information was developed concerning possible Communist 
Party membership by Shelley; however, he was described by some as a 
"political opportunist." Shelley in the late 1930‘s and early 1940^-1 
was affiliated with several communist front organizations; however, ha 
later publicly assumed an anticommunist stand and has been attacked 
frequently by communist publications. In a conversation with SAC Auerbach 
in 1959, Shelley stated that in the early days he had been " sue leered" 
into supporting a variety of communist organizations and that it had taken 
him some time to grow up and realize he had been taken in. 


The attached memorandum prepared for dissemination to the Coast 
Guard, consisting for the most part of public source information, sets 
forth data concerning Shelley's affiliation with communist front 
organizations in the late 1930‘s and early 1940‘sw The memorandum alsUyft 
sets forth the text of a letter Shelley addressed to the Attorney GenerajL 
in 1950 wherein he explained his affiliation with one of the organization 
stating that he and others had left the organization when it was apparent 
the communists were taking over. Excerpts from communist publications^_J 
attacking Shelley for his anticommunist views .areWso 'S^efr forth. . Ther"' - 
\ information in the attached memorandum has previously^been furnished 'to 
ithe Army in reply to a request from that Department. srjsfW (J.3 -’7 t ”“3> / * ft 

'•’P Vt fS 3r Wn 

- Liaison Section 3© 

- Name Check Section ^ UG 

Stefansson 


1 - Mr. Belmon 
1 - Mr. Rosen 
Enclosure 



1 -/Mr. 





Memorandum to Mr. Rosen 

RE: CONGRESSMAN JOHN FRANCIS SHELLEY 


Our files reyeal cordial correspondence with Shelley over 
the years. Shelley has been most appreciative with regard to various 
statements of the Director which were furnished him. Shelley has a 

with the San Francisco Police 


Department and is a graduate of the National Academy. 


RECOMMENDATION : 

That the attached memorandum, if approved, be forwarded 
to the Liaison Section, Domestic Intelligence Division, so that it 
may be furnished to the Coast Guard. 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
REIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
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1 - Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Name Check Section 
1 - Mr.Stefansson 
1 - Liaison Section be 
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m 2 
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Ks> ime&tlQMos Urn 
coiscomisc Jcfc Froaeie Skelloy 
Foltolufj iaforo&Gta uMck aoy roleso to tUo saFjjcci of 
yosr iacpisy. 

A list of tfce epoaeorc of tkq Gerry 

Dridnoc Defence Qyi-iitZGQ, ae Efesraa oa o leSfcerSaeefl ©f 
Ccnafstee caked Mryoot 8, 19S9, eoa&a&sicd slfco aace, 

"Cea. Joio F. Staelloy." 

Hio Harry Dri^ac Defence CheatGtoo taos boos 
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*~7 '1 ; 

* 2D 

rn 
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-El 

h! 

Lrj 

f-j 
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.a 


Gordh 29, mm. 

Tfcte "Daily People's t'Jor'M, {i a cock eeack go: 

_ ir\ -b _j,?t .1 n .... ..... « .. 


_r> 

o r *i 
Dj i 0 tj -i (2i 

soa 2 " 2 ^ 
a Do„. = 


CE 


Order aacl stated tfeot Ft ate Senator Jack FGoEley, PresMeb* 




of tko ^FL Contrail Laker Cocacil, uoo Go Iso tke cada croaker 
of tko oveudqg. 



'■>-.•■ ••■ 3$ie latcraatieooil fierkerc Order hoc Docs teii$ac<Gca 
peccaaot So.-iisGe&sivG Order 10420. 

‘pH' :•■• ; 2t50 acao "Senater JfoE© F. Mloy" appeared ©a a 

Met oF--cyoanorc ttao'prtee& procroo for a series of' 
Eactaroc d&3 ’4aisc3&pi3Q& koM &y Gke J&iat &atE~Paceict ' . 
UaZmQQ Cvdt86&£& fib /Sso Fraaeiseo (ferine January os3 Fpteary, 

?GArt .Ld. ,9 . 

4 ir ?QH »• 2‘Btbl'Si 1IW14CE j 


Tolson _ 

Belmont J_ 

Mohr_ 

Callahan_ 

Conrad _ 

DeLoach_ 

Evans _ 

Malone_ 

Rosen _ 

Sullivan _1_ 

Tavel _ 

Trotter_ 

Tele. Room . 

^Holmes _ 


’Gandy . 


?, 

ORIGINAL AND 1 - 
Request received: 
KLS:lnw:fjb /' 

<7E>., y/-:-' 

~ **- i /i p' n. <v 

(Sft 


f 9" r 


7^20-62 



6 3 ^4^Bi%OTE ON YELLOW,''page 4 


■t#-uvr "M$$u£inie.£- 

-•» . = v-........cidations g'^r^e*rn|^j»ions of fh 

tfie"IIE I,, and is loaned to your agency; it and its 'contetifs^ are not to be distribut 
ageniy, JThis is in answer to your request for a check of FBI files. 

-W 

MAIL ROC vljl I TELETYPE UNIT I I 


n 


i ) Aocumgn^.a'^tains neither recommendations n'grJe)tomihii.i?iX*'of‘fhe FBI. It is the'propfrty of 

■FiJ VO/ ^tKe'ffBf-. and Is lnnnerf to vo.ir rrr,»n^ v . It^nH 11 % “ilTiU 


J 

iG.-o 




mrsmcroR 

FOR APPROVAL 

7J2_±£_ 





Best copy available. 


Franc is Sholley 


The Joint toti-Pascist Sefugeo Comittos 


desagaatcd pursuant to fseeatlve Order 


as 



The got 
Spring Toro 

State Senator. 0 as-©no © f the lecturers to the coarse 
entitled s, Pelttles~~19<!4.” 

The Ton Udo my Labor School teas boca sited as an 
institution of "Kbrsint character” by the California Joint 
Fect«Ptodlqg Consitteo on bf-toerican Activities la a report 
issued to 1947. 


Use '‘Sally People's UorM 5! ©a June 19, 1946, 
published as article captioned ,! APL Diguigs Mk CpEsaa&pg 
Goa.” TMe article dealt mtfo a resolution to fee presented 
by tit© Executive Council ©f tee California State Federation 
of Loser during its 44tfo Convention, which resolution eosiM 
forbid csobersEip in tbs. Federation' to reohoro of the 

“ The-article stated to port, "that the too* 


hundred delegates representing one Billion California trade- 


unionists are interested in ftouting 


■'VvJ 


tf 




_ ©u^ssss.s2 i© 

ejsslostou of all other business is highly 
Ccoroc Koany's Coviet-Laitto 
‘earning* against Cotssanisa 
call to be;?ar© of ‘totalitarian pMlosopIrles’ placed Eoi* 
baiting high on the agenda, 0 .. 



<z ft 

fey Vi 


' Hi© catalog of the California' Labor . ._.. 

the Ate&t&an T©ro, 194S, listed- “State Senator Jacfe Shelley 0 
as one of the instructors for a course entitled “Labor's 
Political Prograta, tJ Hi® nos© "John Shelley, -State Senator, ’ 
appeared ©a a list of sponsors to the catalogs of the 
Californio Labor School for the Spring, Saaogr, and Pall, 


and 


,C!r- 


imag, 


&©rss, 


. The California Labor School has been designated 
pursuant to Luocut toe Order 1C450. 

The California Comlttee ©a fe-Aooricoa Activities 
ia its 1947 report, stated in connection uitb the California. 
Labor School: "The fact that aon-SoEsrsaists Lad boos 

.... .. «-> »? *1 . .» . a . . p -n 


»r» 

w f} 


av^w v y? uuv*ju ha w cw svvwiw 

contacted and persuaded t© sponsor tbs tost i tut ion under 
its neu nan© also reveals that the Comiaist Party uas se©t 



Best copy available. 


Jote Efremcis SEa^lloy 


to ©stead the iaffluoae© ©2* the iastitat&oa to uSoaspoette 
prospective stmUomto. ?te Comittee is comimo® t&a$_such 
nea as Sheriff fiusphy, 

EScwcsr. Head would aevor novo peroiv 
hy me orgaaicatlea ted they tewa its real character. " 

lo a lottos 5 to the Attorney General off the ISnited 
States dated LeceateF 28, 255©, Coi^ressaaa Jote P, Shelley 
cade the follovdm stctomcat eonceraiasg bis affffiMotloa wit£ 
tide California Labor School: 


"1 was a sponsor off the Salifforaia Later Eehi 
...served as a Efflbf off tte Advisory Board off 
along with nasjy 2m Kraocicco tastaeo; 

/Xi a . ** « - -ta - <•»■** 


10 ff 


soa, public _ 
oh© felt that mcl% a 
roese. It ■ was oust 


others 



«t' tide Eater Goveneat 
servo a uortteMle 
_ roup. off soaad 

Jkerieaa tesiaess oca aitCsotassi itaealcaaf. labor 
officials could keep the C©m"»Ist cJLesttsft out off 
tii® school,. or at least provost taco ffroo tabte tb© 
school over aed Eslug it for their owa purposes. 

After a. period off a coEel® off years vm ffeoad we bad 
failed. IMs was pricoHiy due to the fact that those 
off us wte were actually trying to me the mhml to 


ffi 


l2te CoEpaaisa ffomd that we wore so ©verterdesed 


-VI 


with me regular duties tfeaf we could mt devote tin© 




esd attention t© tte purposes off the echo. 

It was dote to the sacs' eateat tk&t those who wore 
interested la proaocaxlisg Cosnaaist doctrine were 
dote~~wo found that the Corashaigt elicp© were worLlos 
at the job M tears a' doy. ..Iltea ttese off us wte bad 
this very fond tepe os to uteri we could do with the 
school ffouEd ttet the Cossteists ted totes over, uc 
pulled oat cad severed connectteas with it. 1 
personally urged all A P off L unions to discontinue 
their association with the school. Letters wore 
scat oat ffrea the fan Francisco Later Council instruct* 
im all affiliated aaioas -to nade m coatriCsatioas to, 

._ ' ___l. - .«_ --.r » . • j.jt ^ .■n n ,_‘n .1 /•»_ .1 ^ 


aor participate is, the activities off 


Califforaia 


Later School. As a oattor off fact, I ted.to tteeatea 
" ins, Birector off the school, aad tJho school 


Lave 
St 


jiff 


coart actiioa 


h year or two after 


puiMas 


umo. 


*Jw> 


because off persisteat mo off ry cane aad 

Mats la 

life. 
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dsfei Frareio SEalley 


Ea UmtodbQT, 1949, ufeos Jolja F. SEollcy -aEmmcod 
Ms cmSMom mv tUo cosasrecctoaal scat yaeQSod m tm ■ 
cloa'SEa ©f Riaaa’fd <3, Ifeick, BVk CongsroBsioaal Msmet of : 
California. $&© C©c££sai&£ Forty m& so Qppoced to S&elley's • 
g! cations tte it eoatetod a signa-idre comalga uO.^iaMfy 
Charles 2. @osry # Sm Praseice© attorney, for a place ©s 
tlie ballot to actively- oppose S&©ai©y go g iteseraMe sepia©©. 

Ctarles E. Carry has bees identified as a Ecober ’ 

of the lawyers * feranefo ©f the tagsmist Party in San Fraaslsao. 

Tae 1! Baily E^oople's. Ivorli 41 on feptosber 29, 194 9, 
announced Carry's decision to' im against Shell ey for the 
vacant aaagrossjoaal scat, ©a Se^teobor 20, 31949, the **0>aily 
Eeeple’s tJorld” • rasa as Mitorilal ©adorelog the candidacy of 
Garry, which read is part as foliows: 

,! Garry, a progressive Eesocrat,. has stated is 
hi e< initial »©tmc©peat ttet he will oppose ’the 
disgrcecfnl sell-ogit ©£ the people teat 12?. 

•Haas delivered since last Eevcaber. * 

"Shelley is coqaletoly identified uit&rtfco Treioan 
policies of eosproaise and betrayal of laft-Sartloy, 
on civil rights, on peace,- on joss. As president of 
the California Ml*, lie has bees'port and pared of the 
type of right-wing labor leadership wMdb has condoned 
and sanctioned the surrender ©£ labor’s needs in the 
interests of Praam’s-war policy. 51 

In cni^segsiont issaes, the. ’'©ally People’s Eerl# 
ran sMoerons articles favoring'the ©lection ©f Garry end .. . 
attaching the candidacy of Slid ley. • 


NOTE : Shelley and Frank R. Havenner, both Congressmen for 

the State of California, Democrats, were involved 
in an al legation of havi ng been former members of the Communist 
Party by I I who made such statement before the Dies 

Committee on July 16, 1940, at Beaumont, Texas, and reiterated 
in 1950 before an Immigration and Naturalization Service hearing 
Upon t he Congressman^ request to the Department to investigate 
\ for the commission of perjury, in his testimony, Havenner 


and Shelley were of course involved in the inquiry to determine 


the validity or fallacy of 


statement. It was determined 




• t 


John Francis Shelley 


that neither one had been Communist Party members but that both 
were "political opportunists" who accepted Communist Party and 
communist front groups support during election campaigns. 

I __fvho is an Inspector on the 

Sail Francisco Police Department and is a graduate of the National 
Academy. 

Our files reveal cordial correspondence with Shelley 
over the years and for a period of years the Director gave him 
a statement to kick Off "The Guardsman" in San Francisco, an 
organization to assist underprivileged children. Shelley has 
been most appreciative. 

Cover memo Mr. Scatterday to Mr. Rosen dated 7-26-62 
captioned "Congressman John Francis Shelley, (Democrat - 
California), Name Check Request," DRR:fjb. 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
5010-104 


UNITED STATES GCA 


NMENT 






Memorandum 


TO 


DIRECTOR, FBI 





Mr. Cast>e: 

11/6/63J u.t/t'.tfw 



subject: 


SAC, SAN FRANCISCO (80-665) 


Congressman JOHN F. SHELLEY, 
Mayor Elect of San Francisco 
California, 11/5/63 >i 





Miss &anifc 


i Mr. Evms.... 

| MrO-- 

' * 1 ME Tavel 

Mr. fitter 

uiiMATION CONTAINED; |SS-^L 
HEREIN IS CLASSIFIED 

. . nftT F u±10 . BY fflggfiL 

. . Congressman JOHN F. -S’HETLLEY was elected MaydrJof San 

Franci-sco on^ 11/5 /6 3, by polling 120 ,560 of 234,550 vo4:ds cjTst, 
■This was his-^first bid for City office after fourteen yeari^in 
the House of jR epresentatives. Before that he was a State 

Senator and head of the San Francisco Labor Council, 

—* 

As the Bureau is aware, the San Francisco Office. has ; 
numerous references to Congressman SHELLEY. A blind memorandum 
setting forth this information was sub mitted to the B u-r~eau under 




( 


date of 5/9/52, in the case entitled, 
Bufile 100-365392, 


*, PERJUR.Y," 


The Mayor Elect is the 


__who graduated from the 55th Segsion 

of the FBI National Academy" on 6/10/55. 

ST 3 The "San Francisco Examiner" newspaper on this date 
rep.orted* that State Assemblyman PHILLIP BURTON, JR,, a leader of 
the‘ Legislature’s "liberal bloc," had announced that he is ready 
to run for SHELLEY’s congressional seat as soon as Governor ,BROWN 
calls cPspecial election. Background information concerning'.’ 
BUR-TON-‘was furnished to the Bureau on 6/2 2/61, under the caption 
"ARNOLD' PHILLIP BURTON, aka A. Phillip Burton, Philip Burton'." 





( 2 ) - Bure<au , 

3 - San ^Francisco 


WHK/jr 

(5) 


(1 

(1 

(1 


- 80-665) 


REC- 


~ ^^ 7- 


I 


fo> 


1-517)(Daniel E. Shelley) . 

100-37609) (Phillip Burton) 5 j\|QV -ifZ 




f "j* l ' 
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February 24, 1964 
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# Y 2 ^7 ^n ' .■■■ 

Mr. Curtis O. Lynum 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
San Francisco, California 

Dear Lynum: 

Thank you for your letter of February 17th, 
with enclosure. I appreciate having the benefit of Mayor 
Shelley's comments. 
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or, 


I will advise Mr. Tolson of the gracious 
sentiments you expressed concerning him and I know he 
will be pleased that you are thinking of him and remembering 
him in your prayers. 


Sincerely, 


sm 
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PERSONAL 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 


I thought you might be interested in the 
^enclosed letter which I received today from Mayor John F. 
< - rShellev. of San Francisco, who was fourteen years a member 
of^ithe House of Representatives in Washington, D. C. His 
inked notes at the bottom of his letter I thought might 
be of special interest to you. 

I received a nice letter from Mr. Tolson the 
other day and I am real happy that he is continuing to 
show excellent progress. Our prayers and thoughts will 
be with him. 

Best wishes and kindest regards. 

Sincerely, 
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j 
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UC60322LP/PLJ/CC 


Office of the Mayor 

SAN FRANCISCO 


JOHN F, SHELLEY 


February 13, 1964 


Dear Curt: 

Thank you for your letter of February 10 in 
which you enclosed the article written by J. Edgar Hoover 
entitled, "The U. S. Businessman Faces the Soviet Spy." 

I am very appreciative of your thoughtfulness 
in sending the so*tide to me. As you know, the new duties 
I have assumed are very demanding of my time so it is very 
difficult for me to see all of the articles when they are 
originally printed in the various magazines. 

I am also appreciative of your congratulations 
on my assuming the Office of Mayor. 


With every best wish, I am 


Sincerely yours, 


'John F. Shelley 
Mayor 


Mr. Curtis 0. Lyau® 

Special Agent in Charge 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
422 Federal Office Building 
S&n Francisco, California 94102 
XEROX 

MAP. 13 1964 * * 


SEARCHED_INDEXED 

SERIALIZED_FILED_ 

FEB 1 7 1964 

FBI — SAN FRANCISCO 
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1 And thanks a million to the Chief, 
you and the whole Bureau for all 
the courtesies and cooperation extended 
to me in my 14 years as a member of 
the House. 
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Belmont _ 

Mohr_ 

DeLoach . 

Casper_ 

Callahan . 

Conrad_ 

Felt - 

Gale_ 

Rosen _ 

Sullivan _ 
Tavel _ 


JGBH FRmCtB SHELLEY 


Mr. Shelley has never bees the subject ox as PEI 
investigation; however, our files disclose the following information 
pertaining, to Mm. 

luring the period from 1939 to approximately 1945, 
Ms*. Shelley participated in the activities of numerous organisations 
which had been cited as communist front groups. Baring this time, 
Mr. Shelley was serving to various elective offices in the State of 
California.. In later years, Mr. Shelley publicly assumed an anti¬ 
communist stand and was attacked frequently by communist 
publications. In 1959, a. source stated that Mr. Shelley freely 
admitted that at one .time he- had been duped into supporting a variety 
of communist organisations and that later he realised he had been 
deluded. 

In a letter to the Attorney General of the United States 
dated December 28, 1950, Mr . Shelley, who was at that time se: 
as a United States Congressman, explained Ms affiliation with one 
these organizations and stated that he and others had resigned from" 
it when it was apparent that the communists were taking over.' 


£ 




*>o 


^ V 



In September, 1949, when Mr. Shelley announced . 
candidacy for the Congressional seat vacated by the death of EicharJd'T 
Welch, the Communist Party was so opposed, to-Shelley’s election ,'thak 
it conducted a signature campaign to quality its own candidate to oppose 
Mr. Shelley. (94-43277-17) 
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l±§ n^Ai -n 

Gandy * 


Civil fingerprint car#Twere looted in the files of 

the FBI Identification Bivision wMchsnay be- identical with_ 

Shelley^ These fingerprints were searched through the criminal files 
°CJH4mi vision ^ 110 arrest record was located concerninfl^. - 
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August 24, 1966 
BY LIAISON 

= r 


Special Assistant to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Watson: 


/ 

i 

•>.b 


Reference is made to the name check requests from 
Mrs. Mildred Stegall. 

The central files of the FBI contain no pertinent 
derogatory information identifiable with the following individuals : 
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The fingerprint files of the FBI Identification Division 
contain no arrest data identifiable with the above individuals based 
upon background information submitted in connection with diese name 

c^S-requeata. T 9C-J/3 277 - & ' 

Attached are sepat^e^QSemor _ 

X following individuals: 199 AUG 291966 
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Jean Paul Getty 


ttt i A i J i6 1S66' 




1 - Mr. DeLoach (sent direct) - Enclosures 
1 - Mr. Gale - Enclosures 
1 - Mr. Rosen - Enclosures 


. 30 ^ 

J ‘ ^ 


TELETYPE UNIT 


□ 


Delivered id Mildred Stegall •. 
on C ——»> 

7 ^ 


\, ■■ , ,/ , 
1 A iff !,'■ 

/f /in/ 

/ (. 









Honorable Marvin Watson 


Enclosures (22) 


John FranciS~SiieILey 


Sincerely yours. 
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1 1 Name Searching Unit - Room 6527 
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AIL IlfFOKKATION COMTAIHED 
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URGENT 3-27-67 MS 

TO /DIRECTOR & CHICAGO (CHICAGO VIA WASH) 
FROM SAN FRANCISCO (62NEW) IP 


Mr. Tolson.. 

Mr. Dst.p@ch_ 

Mr. Mohr.. 

Mr. Wick_ 

Mr. Caspsr_ 

Mr. >:V"an_ 

Mr. Conrad_ 

Mr. F it.. 

Mr. Gale_ 

r. Rosen 

r. Sullivan_ 

Mr. Tavel_ 

Mr. Trotter_ 

Tele. Room_ 

Miss Holmes_ 

Miss Gandy_ 


O' 


UNSUB, THREAT TO ASSASSINATE MAYOR JOHN F. SHELLEY, SAN 
FRANCISCO, CALIF., MARCH TWENTYSEVEN, SIXTYSEVEN, MISC - 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 







:o 


RE SAN FRANCISCO TEL TO BUREAU AND RADGRAM TO CHICAGO 


THIS DATE. 

DEPUTY CHIEF AL WELDER AND INSP.| 
ADVISED ONE 




, SFPD, 





PRESENTLY BEING QUESTIONED BY 


SFPD AS SUSPECT IN MAKING ANONYMOUS TEL CALL TO SAN FRANCISCO 


OFFICE. 


DESCRIBED AS WMA, BORN 



IS 





RESIDENT OF HOTEL WHERE TELCALL ORIGINATED AND ALLEGEDLY 
BORROWED DIME FROM HOTEL CLERK AT APPROXIMATE TIME OF TELCALL. 
END 

QCC3 RIC-2V 

ZBW V 

MAL R RELAY 
FBI WASH DC 


,y- 


iAR 88 1387 



■ \ o 


DELAYED TO^ 




be 

b7C 
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1025 AM URGENT 3-27-67 MS 
TO DIRECTOR & CHICAGO 
FR&M SAN FRANCISCO (62-NEW) 2P 




. Tolson_?L^£ 

. 136jLiOstc. lr m i— 

fir. Mohr- 
Mr. Wiek_ 

Mr. Casper _ 

Mr. C all ah an- 

Mr. Conrad- 

Mr. Felt, 

Mr. Gala. 

Mr. Roseru. 

Mr. Sullivan. 

Mr. TaveL 



o 

UNSUB, THREAT TO ASSASSINATE MAYOR JOHN F, SHELLEY, SAN 
FRANCISCO, CALIF., MARCH TWENTYSEVEN, SIXTYSEVEN 


Mr. Trottesa. 

Tele. 

Miss Holmes_ 

Miss <£an.'djff~_ 


AT APPROXIMATELY FOUR A.M., THIS DATE, ANONYMOUS TELE¬ 
PHONE CALL RECEIVED BY SAN FRANCISCO OFFICE THAT INDIVIDUAL 
CALLING HAD KNOWLEDGE OF A CONSPIRACY TO ASSASSINATE SAN 
FRANCISCO MAYOR JOHN F. SHELLEY. CALLER CLAIMED HE WAS AT 
ONE TIME A PART OF THIS CONSPIRACY BUT WAS REPORTING THE 
MATTER BECAUSE HE IS NO LONGER INVOLVED. REFUSED TO FURNISH 
HIS NAME OR NAMES OF OTHER INDIVIDUALS IN CONSPIRACY. STATED 
ASSASSINATION WOULD BE ACCOMPLISHED MARCH TWENTYSEVEN BUT 



REFUSED TO FURNISH INFORMATION AS TO T 


^LACE, OR METHOD 


~A 


BY WHICH ASSASSINATION WOULD TAKE PLACE- , ;| 



3) 


NIGHT CLERK 


, WHO ACCEPTED CALL, OF 


*b6 

hlZ 


IMPRESSION CALLER EXTREMELY NERVOUS AND AT ONE POINT BECAtffeP WAR 28 
FRIGHTENED AND DISCONTINED CONVERSATION. CALLED BACK FEW——’ 
MINUTES LATER AND REITERATED THAT HE WAS NOT A "NUT" AND THAT 
HE WAS "ON THE LEVEL" CONCERNING CONSPIRACY TO ASSASSINATE 
MAYOR SHELLEY. NIGHT CLERK 
END PAGE ONE 

_ _ ~ i "Y ^ - * { 

f ' ' " _JlL _ ___ _» 1 

/ 


1967 


ATTEMPTED TO OBTAIN ADDITIONAL 

U” ' 




l DELOACH FOR THE DIRECTOR 










PAGE TWO 

INFORMATION, WHICH ANONYMOUS CALLER REFUSED TO GIVE. _ 

ALERTLY CONTACTED TELEPHONE OPERATOR AND ASKED THAT SHE MAKE 
AN EFFORT TO TRACE TELEPHONE CALL. SHE SUBSEQUENTLY ADVISED 
CALL PLACED FROM TELEPHONE NUMBER SIX TWO ONE - NINE FOUR 
THREE FOUR, A PAY PHONE BOOTH AT ALBERT HOTEL, TWO ONE THREE 
FIVE MISSION ST., SAN FRANCISCO. CALLER GAVE HIS NAME AS 


be 

b7C 


INSP. 


XIViJI • I p 


INTELLIGENCE UNIT, AND INSP, 


L U.S. SECRET SERVICE, IMMEDIATELY ADVISED. 


^SFPTT, AND 

Jkm BEING SUBMITTED FOR APPROPRIATE DISSEMINATION. 

DEPUTY CHIEF AL NELDER, SFPD, ADVISED MAYOR SHELLEY SCHE¬ 
DULED TO DEPART SAN FRANCISCO FOR CHICAGO ON TWA FLIGHT ONE 
THREE FOUR AT EIGHTY THIRTY A.M., THIS DATE, BUT FLIGHT 
DELAYED. SCHEDULED TO ARRIVE 0*HARE AIRPORT, CHICAGO, TWO 
ELEVEN P.M., CST, TODAY. WILL BE STOPPING AT LA SALLE HOTEL 
WHILE THERE. SCHEDULED TO DEPART CHICAGO UAL FLIGHT ONE TWO 
NINE, THREE FIFTYFIVE P.M., CST, MARCH TWENTYEIGHT. MAYOR 
SHELLEY IN CHICAGO TO MEET WITH 


b6 

b7C 


COLLECTION. MAYOR SHELLEY HAS BEEN ADVISED OF THREAT. 
IMMEDIATELY ADVISE CHICAGO^ OF THREAT. 

END 

CG ADVISED SEPARATELY 
QCC3 


RE ORIENTAL ART 
CHICAGO 


be 

b7C 


MLT FBI WA| 

-MR. ROSEN V 
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\V Av A 

*4 DECODED^COPy 

□ AIRGRAM □ CABLEGRAM □ RADIO ^ TELETYPE 

7:27 PM DEFERRED 3-27-67 RMF 
^ 2 r 6 Dl RECTOR AND SAN FRANCISCO 

FROM CHICAGO 280112 ^ A 


Tolson — 
DeLoach. 


Casper- 

Callahan — 

Conrad - 

Felt_ 

Tavel - 

Trptter- 

Xele. Room 

^olmes- 

/Gandy - 


UNSUB; THREAT TO ASSASSINATE MAYOR JOHN F.^SHELLY, SAN A' 
FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA, MARCH 27, 1967, MISCELLANEOUS-1NFORMATI ON 
CONCERNING. __ , . j 1 — , 1 S' . . 


5o//J E SHC LL<Uj 


RE SAN FRANCISCO TELETYPES THIS DATE. 

CHICAGO PD AND U.S. SECRET SERVICE, CHICAGO, HAVE BEEN 

•4 

ADVISED OF CONTENTS RE TELETYPES. r* % 


RECEIVED: 8:32 PM MSE 


ifiHOfc 


REC 31 


? '9 


9E 


~gij 


\J. MAR 28 1967 
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If the intelligerufe conhdi3q& in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau’s cryptographic systems . 
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Transmit the following in 

AIRTEL 


V ia 


ALL INFORMATION I CONTAINED 
HERE III IS UNCLASSIFIED 




08-22-2008 


F B I 

Date: 3/27/67 


(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIRMAIL 


3-7 j 


(Priority) 


BY UC60322LP/PLJ/CC 



Special Agent in Charge 






vM 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIH IS UNCLASSIFIED 

.TE 08-22-2006 ET UC60322LP/PLJ/CC 


ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 


i 


TICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No, 


San Francisco, California 
March 27, 1967 


THREAT TO ASSASSINATE MAYOR 
JOHN F. SHELLEY, SAN FRANCISCO, 
CALIFORNIA, MARCH 27, 1967 


At approximately 4:00 A.M., on March 27, 1967, an anony¬ 
mous telephone call was received by the San Francisco Office 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. The male caller 
advised that he had knowledge of a conspiracy to assassinate 
Mayor JOHN F. SHELLEY. He' related that he was at one time a 
part of this conspiracy but is no longer involved, and for 
this reason desired to report the conspiracy to the FBI. 

This individual refused to give his name or the names of 
other individuals involved in the conspiracy. He claimed that 
the Mayor would be assassinated on March 27, 1967, but declined 
to furnish any information as to the time, place, or method by 
which the incident would occur. The caller appeared to be 
nervous and at one point expressed fear and discontinued the 
conversation. A few minutes later he called the San Francisco 
Office of the FBI at which time he claimed that he was "not a 
nut" and that he was "on the level" but would furnish no addi¬ 
tional information. 


The telephone operator was immediately contacted and 
requested to make an effort to trace the anonymous telephone 
call. This operator subsequently advised that the call origi¬ 
nated from a pay telephone, number 415-621-9434, which was 
located in the Albert Hotel, 2135 Mission Street , San Franp isco. 
California, and that the caller gave the name of 


ment. 


[ 


The rihnvp inform ation w as relayed by FBI employee 

_|to Inspector of the San Francisco Police Depart- 

!_This information was also furnished to Inspector | | 

| Intelligence Unit of the San Francisco Poli ce Depart- 

by Supe rvisory Special Agen t _ Supervisory 

I furnished this information to 
U. S. Secret Service, 450 Golden Gate 


ment, „ ^ 

Special Agent[ 
Agent 


Avenue, San Francisco, California. 


be 

b7C 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclu¬ 
sions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed out¬ 
side your agency. 
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Special Agent 


was subsequently advised by 


Deputy Chief AL NELDER, San Francisco Police'Department, that 
Mayor SHELLEY had departed from his residence for travel to 66 
Chicago, -Illinois, aboard Trans World Airlines, Flight No. 134, b7c 
scheduled to depart San.Francisco International Airport at 
8:30 ‘A.M. He stated that Mayor SHELLEY was scheduled to arrive 
at 0 1 Hare International Airport, Chicago, at 2:11 P.M. Central 
Standard Time,- and would be stopping at the La Salle Hotel. 
telephone.312-372-0700. After conferring with 


Mayor SHELLEY 'is scheduled to depart Chicago aboard United 
Airlines Flight 129 at 1:55 P.M. CST, March 28, 1967, and 
arrive San Francisco International Airport 6:05 P.M., the same 
date. Deputy Chief NELDER stated that he.had contacted Mayor 
SHELLEY and informed him of the threat reported by the anony¬ 
mous caller. 


Deputy Chief NELDER and Inspector [ 


Homicide■ 


b6 


Detail, San Francisco Police Department, subsequently advised b7c 
that one I L who resides in Room 37 of the 

Albert Hotel, 2135 Mission Street, San Francisco, was then being 
questioned as a suspect in the making o f the a nonymous call 


reporting the threat to May or SHELLEY, j 


a white male Ame rican, born f 
of arrests under 


was said to be 
who has a record 


This information was relayed to Agent 


of 


the San Francisco office of the United States Secret Service. 


2 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


UNI 




STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSWCE 




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
ATE 08-22-2006 EY UC60322LP/PLJ/CC 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 


Director 

United States Secret Service 
Department of the Treasury 
Washington, D. C. 20220 


Dear Sir: 


The information furnished herewith concerns an individual who is believed to be 
covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning Presidential pro¬ 
tection, and to fall within the category or categories checked. 


1. □ Has attempted or threatened bodily harm to any government official or employee, 

including foreign government officials residing in or planning an imminent visit to the 
U. S., because of his official status. 

2. fj/'f’tlas attempted or threatened to redress a grievance against any public official by other 

than legal means. 

3. □ Because of background is potentially dangerous; or has been identified as member or 

participant in communist movement; or has been under active investigation as member 
of other group or organization inimical to U. S. 

4. Q U. S. citizens or residents who defect from the U. S. to countries in the Soviet or 

Chinese Communist blocs and return. 

5. □ Subversives, ultrarightists, racists and fascists who meet one or more of the following 

criteria: 

(a) □ Evidence of emotional instability (including unstable residence and 

employment record) or irrational or suicidal behavior: 

(b) □ Expressions of strong or violent anti-U. S. sentiment; 

(c) □ Prior acts (including arrests or convictions) or conduct or statements 

indicating a propensity for violence and antipathy toward good order 
and government. 

6. □ Individuals involved in illegal bombing or illegal bomb-making. 


Photograph □ has been furnished □ enclosed □ is not available 
I | may be available through _ 


Very truly yours, 



1 - Special Agent in Charge (Enclosure(s) 
U. S. Secret Service 


Enclosure(s) 


(Upon removal of classified enclosures, if any, this transmittal form 
becomes UNCLASSIFIED.) 
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UNSUB; ANONYMOUS CALL CONCERNING BOMB IN RESIDENCE OF MAYOH NlOM&nP*- 

Hif!BS“©sf»dy^- 



lolson..,— 
Jft.VTjO.aeh 
f Mohr b g 
Wide 

. Y „b7C 

r. Callahan 
Mr. Conrad.. 

Mr. Felt... 

Mr. Gale... 

Mr. Rosen 
Mr. Sulli’ 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Trotter- 

Tele. Room- 



SHELLEY, SAN FRANCISCO, MARCH TWO MMIE, SIXTY-SEVEN. MISCELLANEOUS - " 


INFORMATION CONCERNING. 



AT SIX THREE ONE PM, PST, MARCH TWO NINE INSTANT, NIGHT SUPER¬ 


VISOR 


L SF OFFICE, RECEIVED TELEPHONE CALL IN 


YOUTHFUL SOUNDING MALE VOICE AS FOLLOWS QUOTE THERE WILL BE A BOMB 
IN MAYOR SHELWEY’S HOUSE. THATS ALL I SAY UNQUOTE. PARTY IM¬ 
MEDIATELY HUNG UP. 

INSPECTOR 


INSPECTORS BUREAU ADVISED BY SA 
MARCH TWO NINE. 


, SAN FRANCISCO POLICE DEPARTMENT 
, SIX THREE FIVE PM, PST, 


be 

b7C 


ADVISED SFPD STILL HAS GUARD ON MAYOR’S 


HOME AS RESULT OF SIMILAR CALL MARCH TWO SEVEN. 
SA 


ALSO ADVISED SECRET SERVICE AGENT IN CHARGE THOMAS 

, ONE HUNDRED 


HANSON AT SIX FOUR THREE PM AND AGENT 


FIFTEENTH MILITARY INTELLIGENCE SIX FIVE EIGHT PM, BOTH IN SF. 

FOR INFO BUREAU, AFTERNOON EDITION OF SF EXAMINER, DAILY 
NEWSPAPER OF WID CIRCULATION, CARRIES HEADLINE AND STORY RE 
PREVIOUS THREAT AGAINST SHELLEY. a-il f'Y-y 52.? 7_ 

LHM FOLLOWS. MEC 4$ 

END AND ACK. FOR TWO PLS. 

~:-944^.5.89.,-L-INE-FO‘UR“WORD'-NOi’THREE..,SHO.ULD_BE^SHELLEY. 


QCC-3. 

MSE VOR ‘TWO^GsISB? 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 08-22-2008 BY UC60322LF/FLJ/CC 
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Kirin 


1357 


to Director, fbi. ■ 

• '.*<<■#* ft- 1 0V«*. -‘iif'n-T 

FR^M SAN FRANCISCO (62- ) /IP/ 



f 


/ 

/ 


K 

■Ison_ 

-•■'Loach. 

Mohr_. 

•. Wick_ 

|r .r. Caspar.. 

Mr. Cati .’han _ 

i Mr. Conrad-_ 

/ Mr. F-lt 
f Mr. Gala 



i Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Sullivan_ 

Mr. Tavel_ 

Mr. Trotter.. 


UNSUB: ANONYMOUS CALL CONCERNING BOMB IN RESIDENCE OF MAYOR; B0PHg«FV 


1 Miss Gandvc... 

U SHELLEY, SAN FRANCISCO, MARCJTWO iW NI^1j-A.AlEfiULS. 
INFORMATION CONCERNING. 

RE MYTEL MARCH TWO NINE, INSTANT. 

DURING ELEVEN O’CLOCK NEWS PROGRAM FEATURING AN INTERVIEW OF 
DEPUTY CHIEF OF POLICE AL NELDER, SAN FRANCISCO PD, RE THREATS AGAINST 
MAYOR SHELLEY, SAI 



, SF OFFICE, RECEIVED CALL AT 


be 

b7C 


ELEVEN ZERO NINE PM, PST, FROM ANONYMOUS MALE CALLER, APPARENTLY 
MIDDLE-AGED. 

CALLER STATED QUOTE SHELLEY’S A DEAD MAN UNQUOTE AND IMMEDIATELY 
HUNG UP. 

NIGHT SUPERVISOR 


TELEPHONICALLY ADVISED 


FOLLOWING, ALL IN SAN FRANCISCO: 


4 




INSPECTOR 


, SFPD INSPECTORS BUREAU, ELEVEN TWELVE 

PM; AGENT IN CHARGE THOMAS HANSON, SECRET SERVICE, ELEVEN FOURTEEN 

PM; SPECIALIST 


, ONE HUNDRED FIFTEENTH MILITARY INTELL- 









April 5, 1967 

'GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION 

This concerns anonymoJPcalls 
threatening the Mayor o f San Francisco 
received by Night Clerk L 


in the San Francisco Office on 3/27/67. 

I I cansed the calls to be traced to a 
local hotel. No Federal violation was 
involved and local authorities have developed 
subj ect as th e caller. 

who received the calls, will 


testify concerning his knowledge of this 
case in local court. An Assistant United 
State s Attorney will be present to represent 

1 All IHFOBHATIOM &QFTA1HED 

HEREIN IS' UNCLASSIFIED ■ 

PATE 08-33-2008 ET tlC60322LP/PLJ/CC 





be 

b 7 C 


CRMrpah 




ALL FORMATION C OBTAINED ■ 

'HEREIff IS UNCLASSIFIED 
•DATE 03-22-2008 BY UC60322LP/PLJ/CC 
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4 LET PM EFERRED 4-4-67 MS 
f© DIRECTOR 
FROM SAN FRANCISCO <62-5349) 2P 

^-L 


'aPR 4 1967 
fiMconm mrssagf f 





Mr. Casper_ 

Mr. Callahan... 
Mr. Conrad. 
Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. Su'fe/em 
Mr. Tavel 



CHANGED. | |THREAT TO ASSASSINATE MAYOR JOHN 

F.^SHELLEY, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF., MARCH TWENTYSEVEN, SIXTYSEVEN 
MISCELLANEOUS - INFORMATION CONCERNING 


b6 

b7C 




TITLE CHANGED TO SET FORTH NAME OF INDIVIDUAL WHO HAS NOW 

‘TeitFf ** *»€ . 

BEEN CHARGED WITH MAKING ANONYMOUS TEkCALLS IN THIS CASE. : 

-es ttoimown 

REMYT&fcS MARCH TWENTYSEVEN, LAST, ENTITLED "ONSUB-J THREAT 

TO ASSASSINATE MAYOR JOHN f£"^ 


5HELLEY, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF.* 


MARCH TWENTYSEVEN, SIXTYSEVEN.' 
NIGHT CLERK 


"A 




SAN FRANCISCO OFFICE, ACCEPTED 


b6 
. b7C 


ANONYMOUS TELCALLS CONCERNING THREAT TO ASSASSINATE MAYOR JOHN 

LETTERHEAD MEMORANDUM 

F. SHELLEY, AS SET FORTH IN RETEtrS AND fc#M* SUBMITTED B'Y SAN 


FRANCISCO AIRTEL SAME DATE. SUBPOENA FOR 


DELIVERED TO 


SAN FRANCISCO OFFICE i-ARRIL FOUR, INSTANT; CALLING FOR HIS 

APPEARANCE BEFORE JUDGE PRESIDING^BN DEPARTMENT TEN;, MUNICIPAL 

*• t * 

COURT, EIGHT FIFTY BRYANT ST., SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF., AT ELEVEN 
A.M., FRIDAY, APRIL FOURTEEN, SIXTYSEVEN. SUBPOENA ISSUED BY 
END PAGE OWE 5V- *£§% 77, S % 




r / 


59APR1 41967, 


;,.ii APR T 1967 


[0 


















PAGE TWO 


, CLERK OF MUNICIPAL COURT, CITY AND COUNTY OF 


SAN FRANCISCO, AND SIGNED BY DEPUTY CLERl{ 
NIGHT CLERK 


WILL TESTIFY CONCERNING HIS RECEIPT OF 


TWO ANONYMOUS TEL CALLS AND SUBSEQUENT TRACING OF CALLS THROUGH 

TELEPHONE OPERATOR AS SET FORTH IN RETELS AND LHM. ‘ 

V\yT*.U.T 

-PB- INSPECTOR HANDLING CASE STATES ASSISTANT -0* FEELS 


NECESSARY WITNESS TO PROVE CASE AGAINST 


WHO HAS BEEN 


CHARGED WITH VIOLATION SECTION SIX FIVE THREE MB, CALIFORNIA 
PENAL CODE, MAKING ANNOYING OR THREATENING PHONE CALL WITHOUT 
(REVEALING TRUE IDENTITY. 




Untied Steles Attorney 

UBA HAS NO OBJECTION TO APPEARANCE OF 


AND HE WILL 

ttnicss Advised to Contrary by Bureau 


I APPEAR TO FURNISH TESTIMONY IN ANSWER TO SUBPOENA,-HAGBr 

Assistant United States Alter*# 

*HSA-*DAVID R. URDAN, SAN FRANCISCO, STATES NO OBJECTION TO 


APPEARING, AND REPRESENTATIVE OF THAT OFFICE WILL BE 

unless Advised to Contrary i>v Bureau 


Contrary by Bureau 

PRESENT DURING TESTIMONY, UA-6B-, NIGHT CLERK 
TO FURNISH TESTIMONY IN ANSWER TO SUBPOENA. 


WILL APPEAR 


be 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


HOLD 








FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 
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ALL INFORMATION'COHTAIHED 
HEREIN .13 UNCLASSIFIED h . • ' ' 

DATE 08-22-2008 BY UC60322LP/PL-J/CC 


Transmit the following in 

AIRTEL 


9 


FBI 

Date: 


3/30/67 


Via 


(Type in plaintext- or code) 

AIRMAIL 


(Priority) 


-%'ir ' *. Tfti* t. * ' 



- 

— 

Mr." tftfldhan- 

Mr;" Conrad—- 

Mr: Felt. 

Mr. Galyj 
Mr. Roi 
Mr.' SulRv. 

Mr. Tavel.— 

Mr. Trotter., 



Tele. Room.iL, 
Miss • Holmes- 
1 | Miss Gandy_ 


W 




b7C 


IRECTOR, FBI 

u 7 


SAC, SAN FRANCISCO (62-5349) 


UNSUB; THREAT TO ASSASSINATE MAYOR 
JOHN FC%HELLEY, SAN FRANCISCO, 
CALIFORNIA, MARCH 27, 1967 
MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION CONCERNING 


Re SF tels 3/29/67 entitled UNSUB; ANONYMOUS CALL CONCERN¬ 
ING BOMB IN RESIDENCE OF MAYOR JOHN F. SHELLEY, SAN FRANCISCO, 
MARCH 29 , 1967 , MISCELLANEOUS- INFORMATION CONCERNING. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are four copies of LHM for approp¬ 
riate dissemination.” 

Copies of this LHM have been disseminated locally to the 
San^Francisco Police Department, U. S. Secret Service, and 1^5th 
Military Intelligence Group, Department of the Army. 




^/Bureau (Encs. - 4) 

2 San Francisco (1 174-6) 

GPG:ER 

(5) 

Agency G-2, ONI, OSI, SEC. SER, 
DEPT CRD 

Date Forw. APR 4 1967 

How Forw, k)£> ~ 

By . .. ~ ti (-pti 

1 » Bombing * CRA of 1964 Unit 




18 APR 7 1967 


C. C, Wick 






Sent 


-M 


Per 




K 

O 

o 


o 

o 


ecncu Agent in Charge 











M, 


TED STATES DEPARTMENT 0 


ALL IWFOPMATION COHTAIHED 
HEREIN IS "UNCLASSIFIED 

.JE'08-22-2008 BY UC60322LF/PLJ/CC 

STICE 


A 

I^BPU 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

San Francisco, California 
March 30, 1967 


ANONYMOUS CALL CONCERNING BOMB 
IN RESIDENCE OF.MAYOR JOHN F. 
SHELLEY, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA, 
MARCH 29, 1967 


Reference is made to previous memorandum concerning a 
threat to assassinate Mayor JOHN F. SHELLEY, San Francisco, 
California, received on March 27, 1967. 


At fi 


_31 P.M. 

Jof the 


PST,,March 29, 1967, Special Agent 


San Francisco Office of t£ Federal Bureau 
or investigation received an anonymous telephone call from 
a youthful-sounding male, stating "There will be a bomb in • 
Mayor SHELLEY's house.' That's all I'll say." After making 
the above statement, the anonymous caller immediately ter¬ 
minated the call. 


. be 
' b7C 


Agent[ 


This info rmation was furnished immediat ely by Special 


]to Inspector 


- ^ JT 

, Inspec tor's 


Bureau, San Francisco Police Department. Inspector_ 

advised that the police department still has a guarcl on Mayor 
SHELLEY's home as a result of the anonymous threatening call 
furnishe d to this office on March 27, 1967. Special Agent 
I ~1 also furnished this information to Mr.,THOMAS HANSON, 

Special Agent in Charge, o f the San Franc isco Office of the U.S. 
Secret Service, and Agent T L 115th Military Intelli¬ 

gence Group, Department of the Army. 

During the 11:00 P.M. news program on March 29, 1967, con¬ 
cerning previous threats made against Mayor SHELLEY, an addi¬ 
tional anonym ous telephone call was received at 11:09 PST by 

Special Agent_ of the San Francisco Office, Federal 

Bureau of Investigation, the caller appearing to be a middle- 
aged male. This individual stated "SHELLEY's. a dead man" and 
immediately terminated the conversation. 


The facts of this call 
Agent I ~l to Inspector 


were immediate ly relayed by Special 

Inspector's Bureau,. 


be 

b7C 


San Francisco Police Department; Special Age nt in Charge T HOMAS 

HANSON, U. S. Secret Service; and Specialist _, 115th 

Military Intelligence Group. 


This document contains neither recommendiations nor conclu¬ 
sions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned 
to your, agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. ^ tf ■ si/rtf:- &}f 
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■ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
[IN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

| 08-22-2008 BY UC60322LP/FL J/CC 



UNJWD STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUWICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 

■, f tease Kejer to <*- . 

File No. . 

Director 

United States Secret Service 
Department of the Treasury 
Washington, D. C. 20220 

Dear Sir: * ' 

The information furnished herewith concerns an individual who is believed to be 
covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning Presidential pro¬ 
tection, and to fall within the category or categories checked. • 

1. □ Has attempted or threatened bodily harm to any government official or employee, 

including foreign government officials residing in or planning an imminent visit to the 
U. S., because of his official status. . 

2. □ Has attempted or threatened to redress a grievance against any public official by other 

than legal means. / ". 

3. □ Because of background is potentially dangerous; or has been identified as member or 

participant in communist movement; or has been under, active investigation as member 
of other group or organization inimical to U. S. 

• 4. □ U. S. citizens or residents who defect from the U. S. to countries in the Soviet or 
Chinese Communist blocs and return. 


5. □ Subversives, ultrarightists, racists and fascists who meet one or more of the following 

. criteria: . 

(a) □ Evidence of emotional instability .(including unstable residence and 
employment record) or irrational or suicidal behavior: 

'(b) □ Expressions of strong or violent anti-U. S. sentiment; 

(c) □ Prior acts (including arrests or convictions) or conduct or statements 
indicating a propensity for violence and antipathy toward good order 
and government. ■ 

6. □ Individuals involved in illegal bombing or illegal bomb-making. 

Photograph □ has been furnished | j enclosed 1 | is not available 

I I may be available through_ ' __ 


Very truly yours, 


1 - Special Agent in Charge (Enclosure(s) , . „ 

U. S. Secret Service^ San Francisco 

Enclosure(s) (Upon removal of classified enclosures, if any, this transmittal form 

becomes UNCLASSIFIED.) 





ALL IHFORHATIOIJ COBTAINED 

HERE III IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 06-22-2008 BY UC60322LP/PL J/CC 




* 


Director, FBI 


4/19/67 


SAC, San Francisco (62-5349) 


■ b6 
:b7C 


THREAT TO ASSASSINATE 
MAYOR JOHN F. SHELLEY, 

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 
MARCH 27, 1967 

MISCELLANEOUS - INFORMATION CONCERNING 


Re SF tel 4/4/67 advising that Night Clerk 


J 


be 

b7C 


f the San Francisco Office had been subpoenaed to 


testify at the trial of this case. 

On April 14 , 1967 , Night Clerk]_lappeared in Municipal 

Court, San Francisco, California, for the trial of thi s case in 


answer to the subpoena. Attorney for defendant!_ land the 

Assistant District Attorney stipulated that the case c ould be 


submitted on the FD-302 prepared by Night Clerk I _] and the 

report of investigation preparedly the San Francisco -Police 
Depar tment._ Municipal Court Judge JOSEPH KENNEDY thereafter 
found 


] guilty and the defendant was given a 90-day suspended 


sentence, placed on probation for three years on the condition 
he seek psychiatric treatment. 


Bureau 

San Francisco 


GPG:ER 
(3) 






